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Meeting: St. Joseph’s Parish Pastoral Council 
Date:  Wednesday, 12th November 2020 
 
Present: Lizzie Heron    Hugh Matthews (HM)  
 Margaret McGrath (MM) Vice Chair Fr Stephen McGrattan (SM) Parish Priest 

Paul Nicholson (PN) Chair  Kieran O’Neill (KO) 
Mark O’Neill (MO)   Clare Power (CP)  
Helena Rameckers (HR) Secretary 
 
 

Apologies: Anne Dorrian (AD), Alistair Thomson (AT) 
 

Item Notes Action 

1. 

Sederunt and Welcome: 
As a meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council was not possible due to Covid-19, all members 
were invited to participate in an online video meeting. Attendance was as noted above. PN 
opened the meeting, and SM read the PPC Prayer. 

 
 

2. 

Minutes and Matters Arising: 
Minutes from June 2020 meeting were proposed by MM and seconded by HM. 
 
There were no Matters Arising. 

 

3. 

Review of Christmas Liturgies: 
a) Around 95 people attended the Christmas Vigil between the church and the hall; 

around 45 attended on Christmas Day and the hall was therefore not required as an 
overspill with livestream feed. Masses were also livestreamed; 

b) SM expressed his gratitude to Raymond and Fiona McCluskey for providing the music; 
c) Overall, the celebrations were considered to be successful in spite of the current 

situation; 
d) The crib and tree both need to be taken down. It was agreed that KO and MO would 

remove the crib as they are from the same household; and MM will remove the tree 
decorations at the same time for KO and MO to remove the tree. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KO, MO, MM to 
remove crib and 
tree. 

4. 

Fabric Update: 
Work in the porch is ongoing. 4 additional pieces of steel have been manufactured and are 
ready for delivery. The builders are preparing to put the steel in place so the project is moving 
again. PN noted that with the church being shut for worship, the builders should be able to 
progress unimpeded by timing around Masses etc. 

 

5. 

Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary: 
SM advised that while this is a difficult time for them to have arrived, they are very patient 
and have been made to feel very welcome. It was noted that there are Safeguarding 
paperwork and training requirements before they can commence active ministry; HR will 
contact them to arrange. 

 
HR to contact 
Sisters re: 
Safeguarding 
requirements. 

6. 

Organ Restoration: 
SM advised that there is currently over £27,000 in the restoration fund from grant funding 
and other donations. The Finance Committee agreed to use the 2020 building fund and 
£10,000 from parish funds to bolster this, and one funding application is due for an imminent 
decision. It is hoped that the refurbishment will take place between June and Dec 2022. 

 

7. 

Outreach to the Vulnerable: 
HR advised that the Christmas gift basket project was very successful. Donations from 
parishioners were extremely generous, and around 160 were delivered by a team of 
volunteers. A small number of recipients appeared to be particularly isolated and lonely, and 
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some discussion took place around how the parish can provide support to these. It was 
agreed that as a first step, HR will liaise with SSVP over what outreach would normally be 
provided, and will speak with the delivery team to determine numbers which will then be 
passed to the parish office. CP noted that as a result of the gift deliveries, the list of people to 
receive Communion at home when this is possible again has grown, which is a good outcome. 

 
 
HR: contact SSVP 
and gift delivery 
volunteers. 

8. 

National and Diocesan Safeguarding Update: 
HR advised that numerous changes are imminent which, while not likely to impact parishes in 
the short term, may eventually lead to changes in the way Safeguarding is approached in 
parish communities: 

a) The Bishops’ Conference have undertaken a review of the Scottish Catholic 
Safeguarding Service, which will most likely ultimately lead to organisational changes; 

b) The National Safeguarding Adviser, Tina Campbell, has left for a new post, and given 
the SCSS review, the bishops have postponed recruiting a new Adviser until the new 
structure of the SCSS has been determined. In the interim, dioceses have been 
“twinned” for professional support. Galloway has been twinned with Aberdeen; 

c) Galloway’s Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser, Gerry McCabe, will be standing down at 
the end of May 2021. The most likely scenario is that HR will take over as DSA at that 
time, although final arrangements have still to be tweaked. 

HR will provide updates at PPC meetings as things progress so that any changes at parish level 
are well prepared for. 

 

9. 

AOCB: 
a) SM advised that letters of thanks have been received from recipients of the Christmas 

gift baskets, and read one out; 
b) During the current period of lockdown, readers will be asked to submit recordings 

again, and Bidding Prayers should be submitted by Wednesday to allow a reader time 
for the recording. 

 
 
 
 
Writers of Bidding 
Prayers – submit 
by Wednesday. 

10. 
Date and time of next meeting: 
Thursday, 18th February 2021 at 7:00 pm. This will be a virtual meeting. 

 

 


