


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Collections this week: Standing orders: £754.54.  Donations: £1,096.  Building Fund: £292. 
Scottish Catholic Education Service: £8.  Mission Sunday: £20.  Christmas: £5.  SCIAF: £240. 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGIES FROM SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER 2020 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Saturday 12th 6.00 pm ....... Mass with a congregation (also livestreamed) ......................... Suzanna Doherty (Spec Int) 
Sunday 13th 11.00 am ..... Mass with a congregation (also livestreamed) ......................... Jim Doolan (RIP) 
Monday 14th 10.00 am ..... Mass with a congregation (also livestreamed) ......................... James Dourish (Ann) 
Tuesday 15th 10.00 am ..... Mass with a congregation (also livestreamed) ......................... Esther King (RIP) 
 Vigil Reception for Lewis Orr, RIP (not livestreamed) 
Wednesday 16th Requiem Mass for Lewis Orr, RIP (not livestreamed) ................................ Lewis Orr (RIP) 
Thursday 17th 6.00 pm ....... Mass with a congregation (also livestreamed) ......................... Alice Marie Murphy (Ann) 
Friday 18th 10.00 am ..... Mass without a congregation (livestreamed) .......................... Mary Collins (RIP) 
Saturday 19th 6.00 pm ....... Mass with a congregation (also livestreamed) ......................... Stephen Cusack (RIP) 
Sunday 20th 11.00 am ..... Mass with a congregation (also livestreamed) ......................... John Brady (Ann) 
  

 

CONDOLENCES: The condolences of the parish are 
offered to the families of Lewis Orr and Jeannie McGill who 
died recently.  May they rest in peace. 

SCOTLAND’S BISHOPS PUBLISH A PASTORAL 
LETTER OF HOPE: In a National Pastoral Letter to 
Scotland’s Catholic community, the Catholic Bishops of 
Scotland have highlighted “reasons for hope, as we live 
through these difficult times”. The document, suggests society 
has begun to rediscover universal human dignity, pointing out 
that when citizens were asked “to make difficult and 
prolonged sacrifices for the sake of the most vulnerable and 
they willingly responded.” The letter describes this genuine 
concern for the vulnerable as “obvious and beautiful”. 

The letter goes on to hope, that “the love and compassion we 
have shown amid so much suffering and death in recent 
months (might) now become a way of life and that love of 
neighbour might now become the vital principle of our 
culture”. 

The document also addresses the Medical Care of the Sick and 
Vulnerable, the economy and vaccines. The bishops welcome 
the news of vaccine approvals and “hope this will allow an 
early immunisation programme to protect our population and 
offer the prospect of some return to normal life.” In response 
to ethical concerns raised about the vaccines, the bishops 
“reassure our Catholic population that, in accordance with 
longstanding guidance from the Pontifical Academy for Life, it 
is ethical to take any of the C19 vaccines purchased by the UK 
at the present time, either because foetal cell lines have not 

been used in their development or because their sourcing is 
sufficiently remote.”  The Pastoral Letter observes, that “Just 
as the nations of the world have been required to collaborate 
to respond effectively to the virus, so too in our own society 
we must work together for a better future as we rebuild after 
the Pandemic.”  The document is available on the parish 
website. 

WELCOME TO THE SISTERS OF THE 
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY: The Sisters will 
arrive in Kilmarnock on Tuesday, 15th December to take up 
residence in the church house at Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 

To welcome the Sisters there will be an extra Mass celebrated 
on Tuesday 15th December at 1.30 pm in Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel church.  All of the Kilmarnock parishes are asked to 
be represented.  Due to the Covid restrictions, if you would 
like to attend please request a place by emailing 
kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk.  Confirmation 
of places available will be given thereafter.  The Sisters’ names 
are Sister Mary Rose Confidence (Superior), Sister Mary 
Mabel, and Sister Marylin Juliet.  Their pastoral outreach will 
be to all three parishes of St Joseph’s, St Matthew’s and Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel.  Please pray for them as they prepare 
to live in our community of parishes. 

One of the things the parishes will provide for the sisters is a 
suitable car.  If anyone has a car they use little and were 
thinking of selling on, ideally two or three years old and family-
sized, please speak to Fr Stephen. 
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CHRISTMAS CARD DELIVERY: Due to the pandemic 
the Scouts will not be delivering Christmas cards this year.  
Also, in previous years people have left cards for other 
members of the congregation at the back of the church – you 
are kindly asked not to do this. 

REQUESTING A PLACE AT MASS FOR 
CHRISTMAS: Masses will be celebrated at 9 pm on 
Christmas Eve and at 11 am on Christmas Day.  The hall will 
be used as a separate place of worship which increases our 
restricted capacity.  Booking is now open online (and by 
telephone only between 11 am and 12 noon on Fridays) for 
Christmas Masses and will close on Friday 18th 
December and will be confirmed by Monday 21st 
December.  If everyone who wishes to attend is not able to 
be accommodated on Thursday 24th and Friday 25th then 
they will be given priority to attend the Vigil Mass on Saturday 
26th December and Sunday 27th December.  Christmas is a 
season and we will make every effort to ensure all who wish 
to celebrate Christmas at church will be able to attend during 
the Christmas season.  Please make a booking request soon 
so the Mass arrangements can be organised in good time. 

PROTECTION LEVEL 3: On Friday 11th December, East 
Ayrshire re-entered Protection level 3.  This means the 
number of people permitted to gather in the church is 50.  The 
church hall will still be available as an overflow where required. 

Weekend Masses: You can request a place for the upcoming 
weekend through the parish website 
www.rckilmarnock.org.uk.  Online bookings are open from 
Sunday at 6 pm until Thursday at 5 pm.  You can also 
make a telephone booking by phoning the parish house on 
01563 521832 on Friday from 11 am until 12 noon.  Your 
booking will be confirmed by Friday evening.  If you book a 
place and then cannot come to Mass, please phone or email 
the parish so another person eager to attend can be present. 

Weekday Masses: No advanced booking is now required.  
The church will be filled until capacity is reached. 

Thank you to the stewards who also disinfect the church (and 
now the hall) after every gathering.  Without their ongoing 
commitment we would not be able to gather at all. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION FOR CHILDREN 
IN PRIMARY 4: After a time of uncertainty, we can now 
look ahead to the celebration of Confirmation and Holy 
Communion for the primary 4 children. Fr Stephen has 
written to the parents of the children who made the 
sacrament of Reconciliation in March.  Sacramental 

preparations and celebrations will be more parish-based this 
year since larger gatherings will not be possible for some time. 

Confirmation will be celebrated in St Joseph’s in February 
2021 on a date to be arranged after the New Year.  The 
sacrament will be given by the priest rather than bythe bishop. 

It is very possible that a more normal gathering for Holy 
Communion can take place after Easter, even if this means 
waiting until June.  Plans will be made and a date set around 
Easter (or sooner if possible). 

In the meantime, children attending Catholic schools are being 
prepared to receive these sacraments in the usual way.  
Parents of children who attend non-denominational schools 
can request workbooks to help them prepare their children 
from Fr Stephen. 

Attendance at Mass – even in these restricted times – is an 
important part of sacramental preparation.  Families are 
warmly invited to book a place, even every two or three 
weekends, to restore the practice of coming to Mass  

If your child is of primary 4 age, and hasn’t already enrolled to 
receive the sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and 
Holy Communion, please contact Fr Stephen who will be 
happy to support you as you prepare your children to receive 
the sacraments of initiation. 

There will be a Zoom meeting on Thursday 17th December 
at 7 pm for parents of children receiving the sacraments.  If 
you haven’t received the meeting link please email Fr Stephen. 

SCIAF REAL GIFTS: Struggling for gift ideas?  Why not give 
a loved one a gift that will help someone in greater need?  See 
www.sciaf.org.uk/realgifts. 

BE A LIGHT THIS CHRISTMAS (APPEAL 
CONCLUDED): Thank you for the many gifts of toiletries, 
chocolates, gloves and socks which have been received.  They 
will be wrapped soon and widely distributed. 

APPEAL FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN: 
Thank you for the gifts donated which will bring joy to many 
young lives this Christmas. 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK: Thank you 
for the overwhelming response to the appeal for food parcels.  
Almost 60 parcels were donated by parishioners!  This will be 
enough for over the Christmas period and, to avoid waste, we 
now ask that no more food parcels are donated until a future 
appeal when stock is low.

 

MINISTRY ROTAS FOR THIS WEEK 

  Stewards Cleaning Team between Masses Writer of Bidding Prayers 

Saturday 12th December 
6.00 pm 

Church: Helena Rameckers, Michael 
McGrath, Danny and Anne Gorman 

Church: Helena Rameckers, Michael 
McGrath, Danny and Anne Gorman, 

Julia Rameckers 
Margaret McGrath 

Sunday 13th December 
11.00 am 

Church: Alan and Theresa Kerr, 
Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson 

Hall: Dennis Graham, Margaret McGrath 

Church: Alan and Theresa Kerr, 
Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy 

Hall: Dennis Graham, Margaret McGrath 
Margaret McGrath 

Monday 14th December 
10.00 am 

Margaret McGrath, Roberta Murphy 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Margaret McGrath, Roberta Murphy 
Danny and Anne Gorman  

Tuesday 15th December 
10.00 am 

Helena Rameckers, Margaret McGrath, 
Alan and Teresa Kerr 

Helena Rameckers, Margaret McGrath, 
Alan and Teresa Kerr  

Wednesday 16th December 
10.00 am 

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Gorman, 
Margaret McGrath, Clare Power 

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Gorman, 
Margaret McGrath, Clare Power  

Thursday 17th December 
6.00 pm 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Anne and Michael Timmons Will be cleaned on Friday  

Saturday 19th December 
6.00 pm 

Church: Helena Rameckers, Michael 
McGrath, Danny and Anne Gorman 

Church: Helena Rameckers, Michael 
McGrath, Danny and Anne Gorman 

 Julia Rameckers 
Hugh Matthews 

Sunday 20th December 
11.00 am 

Church: Dennis Graham, Margaret 
McGrath, Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy 

Hall: Alan and Theresa Kerr 

Church: Theresa Kerr, Margaret 
McGrath, Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy 

Hall: Alan Kerr and Dennis Graham 
Hugh Matthews 



 

 

 


