


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69. Donations: £670. Building Fund: £100. Justice & Peace: £55. SVDP: £10. Education: £5. 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGIES/OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Sunday 14th 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Neil Craig (Ann) 
Monday 15th 10.00 am ..... Requiem Mass for Rita McCaw, RIP (livestreamed) .............. Rita McCaw (RIP) 
Tuesday 16th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed)...................................................................................... Special Intention 
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (livestreamed) 
Wednesday 17th 10.00 am ..... Mass of Ash Wednesday (livestreamed) ........................................ Lynch family (RIP) 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 18th 10.00 am ..... Requiem Mass for Joseph Davidson, RIP (livestreamed) ... Joseph Davidson (RIP) 
Friday 19th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ McCloskey family (Ann) 
  Stations of the Cross (livestreamed) 
Sunday 20th 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Elio, Elsa and Marco Agolini (Ann) 
  

 

CONDOLENCES AND PRAYERS: The condolences and 
prayers of the parish are with the families of the late Rita 
McCaw (former housekeeper to Canon Quinlan), Sheila 
Doherty and Joseph Davidson.  The Requiem Mass for Rita 
will take place on Monday 15th February at 10 am and will be 
livestreamed.  The Requiem Mass for Joe will take place on 
Thursday 18th February at 10 am and will be livestreamed.  
The Requiem Mass for Sheila will take place on Monday 22nd 
February at 10 am. 

PREPARATION FOR LENT: The Lent Extra magazine 
and the SCIAF WEE BOX pack, and a sachet of ash to be 
used on Ash Wednesday were posted last Friday to those who 
receive the newsletter by post. 

Should anyone else like to receive these, please email 
kilmarnockstjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk with your name 
and address and an arrangement will be made to deliver them 
or for them to be collected, as far as supplies allow. 

ASH WEDNESDAY: Ash Wednesday is on 17th February.  
It is a Day of Fasting and Abstinence.  Members of the Church 
aged 14 and over are obliged to abstain from meat.  Those 
between 18 and 60 should also fast by taking, at most, one 
meal and two small snacks.  Illness or poor health exempts 
you from fasting and abstinence.  Please observe this worthy 

Catholic practice, and also teach and encourage your children 
and grandchildren to do the same.  Fasting helps us depend 
more on God than on material things and better awakens us 
to the needs of those who have less than ourselves. 

An Ash Wednesday liturgy of the Word with distribution of 
ashes to celebrate at home is provided with this week’s 
newsletter and can be downloaded from the parish website.  
It anticipates that you have ash available to place on your 
forehead and the foreheads of others.  If you don’t have a palm 
that can be burnet and would like a sachet of ash, please email 
kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk. 

SCIAF WEE BOX LENTEN APPEAL: In South Sudan, a 
generation of children with disabilities are locked out of an 
education and trapped in a cycle of poverty. 
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Frequent conflict has left behind a legacy of fear, displacement 
and despair, making it one of the world’s poorest and most 
fragile states. Children with disabilities were already the most 
vulnerable in society. Now, the coronavirus pandemic has 
deepened already existing levels of poverty, putting them at 
greater risk. 

Many children with disabilities in South Sudan are not able to 
go to school or, later on, to work and earn a living. They may 
have no access to support services or hospitals for treatment. 
They may face stigma and exclusion. 

This year £1 = £2.  From the 12 February to 11 May, all public 
donations to our WEE BOX, BIG CHANGE appeal will be 
doubled by the UK government. 

If you would like a WEE BOX delivered please email your 
name and address to 
kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk.  Alternatively, 
order the WEE BOX online at www.sciaf.org.uk/get-your-
wee-box. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: After Mass on Fridays the 
Stations of the Cross will be prayed and livestreamed. 

IGNATIAN LENTEN RETREAT: Visit the new website 
at www.onlineprayer.net for information on how to register 
for an online group and daily email. 

 
 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
SUFFERED ABUSE: Friday is a Day of Prayer for those 
who have suffered abuse.  Prayers to be said at home are 
available for download from the parish website in penance and 
reparation for the sins committed against faith, life and love 
within the Church and our nation.  Please pray for victims of 
abuse on that day. 

GRATEFULLY 
YOURS: A new book 
by Bishop Maurice 
Taylor. Bishop Taylor 
writes: when I retired 
from being Bishop of 
Galloway in 2004, I left 
with many memories 
(mostly happy!) of my 23 years as bishop of the diocese. 

Here I am now, almost seventeen years later, and still with 
those memories. In fact, the present pandemic and the 
lockdown meant that the thought came to me, ‘Why not write 
them down?’ That idea then became ‘Why not write also 
about my story of the years before I became a bishop?’ 

So arose the present book. It has occupied many hours which 
otherwise would have been spent less usefully and less 
pleasantly in these days of retirement and lockdown. I have 
called the result GRATEFULLY YOURS because I am aware 

of how much I owe to the goodness of God and of countless 
others. 

I hesitate to call the book an autobiography. I think of a 
genuine autobiography as a long book with a thorough 
description of every phase of the author’s life. On the other 
hand, my book, though it does speak of each part of my life, 
for some parts it does so rather briefly.   

So my tale is told of my childhood, schooldays, life in the army 
and life in the seminary; then from ordination as a priest and, 
even more as a bishop, the story is more detailed.  I hope that 
you will enjoy the read and even, with me, be grateful for story 
I tell. 

GRATEFULLY YOURS, 282 pages of text; 32 pages of 
photographs.  Available from Bishop Maurice Taylor, 41 
Overmills Road, Ayr KA7 3LH.  Phone 01292 
285865.  Email maurice.taylor@gallowaydiocese.org.uk.  Price 
(with package & postage) £15; (if direct, without postage) £10.  
Cheques payable to Maurice Taylor. 

A limited number of copies of this book are also 
available from the parish house. 

FOOD PARCELS: On Wednesdays from 11.00 am until 
12.00 noon, food parcels are available by ringing the doorbell 
on the church hall.  Outside of this time, should anyone need 
or know of someone else who might need a food parcel 
delivered to their home, please email 
kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk with a name, 
address and telephone number. 

Our team is concerned about people who find it 
difficult to leave the house while in need of food or 
who are reluctant to ask for help.  If you know of 
someone in this or another situation of need and are 
able to refer them to us by email or telephone, the 
team will try to reach out as they can. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Liturgy of the Word with Distribution of Ashes for Celebration at Home 

 
In preparation for this celebration, cover a small table with a white cloth and place a crucifix and a lit candle 
on the table.  Prepare a container with ash which you may have received from your parish or which you can 
make by burning a blessed palm.  The ash should be mixed with a drop of water. 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All respond: Amen. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

Grant, O Lord, that we may begin with holy fasting 
this campaign of Christian service, 
so that, as we take up battle against spiritual evils, 
we may be armed with weapons of self-restraint. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

All respond: Amen. 

 
Liturgy of the Word 

First reading Joel 2:12-18 

A reading from the prophet Joel 

‘Now, now – it is the Lord who speaks – come back to me with all your heart, fasting, weeping, mourning.’  
Let your hearts be broken, not your garments torn, turn to the Lord your God again, 
for he is all tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in graciousness, and ready to relent.   Who knows 
if he will not turn again, will not relent, will not leave a blessing as he passes, oblation and libation for the 
Lord your God?  Sound the trumpet in Zion!  Order a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, call the people 
together, summon the community, assemble the elders, gather the children, even the infants at the breast.  Let 
the bridegroom leave his bedroom and the bride her alcove.  Between vestibule and altar let the priests, the 
ministers of the Lord, lament.  Let them say, ‘Spare your people, Lord!  Do not make your heritage a thing of 
shame, a byword for the nations.  Why should it be said among the nations, “Where is their God?”’  Then the 
Lord, jealous on behalf of his land, took pity on his people. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 50(51):3-6,12-14,17 

R. Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. R. 

My offences truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. R. 

A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. R. 

Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall declare your praise. R. 



 

 
Second reading 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2 

We are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were appealing through us, and the appeal that we make 
in Christ’s name is: be reconciled to God. For our sake God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we 
might become the goodness of God. As his fellow workers, we beg you once again not to neglect the grace of 
God that you have received. For he says: At the favourable time, I have listened to you; on the day of salvation 
I came to your help. Well, now is the favourable time; this is the day of salvation. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation cf. Ps 94:8 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

Harden not your hearts today, 
but listen to the voice of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

 
Gospel Matthew 6:1-6,16-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be careful not to parade your good deeds before men to attract their notice; by 
doing this you will lose all reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give alms, do not have it 
trumpeted before you; this is what the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets to win men’s 
admiration. I tell you solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you give alms, your left hand must not 
know what your right is doing; your almsgiving must be secret, and your Father who sees all that is done in 
secret will reward you. 

‘And when you pray, do not imitate the hypocrites: they love to say their prayers standing up in the 
synagogues and at the street corners for people to see them; I tell you solemnly, they have had their reward. 
But when you pray, go to your private room and, when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is 
in that secret place, and your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you. 

‘When you fast do not put on a gloomy look as the hypocrites do: they pull long faces to let men know they 
are fasting. I tell you solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash 
your face, so that no one will know you are fasting except your Father who sees all that is done in secret; and 
your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
A period of silence may follow the Liturgy of the Word. 

  



 

Blessing and Distribution of Ashes 

Leader: 
Let us humbly ask God our Father 
that he be pleased to bless with the abundance of his grace 
these ashes, which we will put on our heads in penitence. 

Pray briefly in silence. 

O God, who are moved by acts of humility 
and respond with your forgiveness to works of penance, 
lend your merciful ear to our prayers 
and in your kindness pour out the grace of your blessing 
on your servants who are marked with these ashes, 
that, as we follow the Lenten observances, 
we may be worthy to come with minds made pure 
to celebrate the Paschal Mystery of your Son. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All respond: Amen. 

The leader makes a cross with the ashes on the forehead of those present, and says to each one: 
Repent, and believe in the Gospel. 

When this is done, one of those present makes a cross with the ashes on the forehead of the leader, speaking 
the same words. 

 
Universal Prayer 

Leader: 
We should pour forth prayers at all times, but, above all, in these days of Lent 
we ought to watch more intently with Christ and direct our petitions more fervently to God. 

Reader (or Leader): 
That in this sacred time 
the whole Christian people may be more abundantly nourished 
by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

That peoples in need may find help 
and that peace and security may be firmly established everywhere. 
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

That the world’s nations may be delivered from the health pandemic 
and that our sacrifices at this time 
may build solidarity with our fellow human beings. 
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

That all who are afflicted or suffering temptation 
may be strengthened by his grace. 
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

That all of us may learn to distribute the fruits of self-denial 
for the good of those in need. 
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

That those who have died, through the mercy of God, 
may share in the Resurrection to eternal life. 
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  



 

Leader: 
We present all our prayers to the Father using the words our Saviour taught us: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

Concluding Prayer 

Leader: Let us pray. 

May the grace we have received sustain us, O Lord, 
that our Lenten fast may be pleasing to you 
and be for us a healing remedy. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All respond: Amen. 

 

The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the Sign of the Cross while saying the 
following: 
May almighty God bless us, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

All respond: Amen. 

 

Ashes which are left over should be disposed of in the earth outdoors. 
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