


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69. Donations: £852. Building Fund: £260. Justice & Peace: £15. Christmas: £20. 
Scottish Catholic Education Service: £10.  SCIAF: £25.  Holy Places: £5 

 
Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 

 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Sunday 21st 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Elio, Elsa and Marco Agolini (Ann) 
Monday 22nd 10.00 am ..... Requiem Mass for Sheila Doherty, RIP (livestreamed) ....... Sheila Doherty (RIP) 
Tuesday 23rd Mass (not livestreamed) ....................................................................................................... Janette McCaig (RIP) 
Wednesday 24th Mass (not livestreamed) ....................................................................................................... Carlo and Lucia (RIP) 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 25th Mass (not livestreamed) ............................................................................................ Theresa Loudon (RIP) 
Friday 26th Mass (not livestreamed) ............................................................................................ Special Intention 
Sunday 28th 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Betty Hill (RIP) 
  

 

ST JOSEPH’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL UPDATE: There 
have been technical problems with the livestreaming of Mass, 
especially last Sunday.  In case you missed last Sunday’s Mass, 
it was celebrated a second time and livestreamed and can still 
be viewed. 

The livestream technical issues are related to the ongoing 
reconstruction work in the church porch after the 
strengthening of the organ gallery. 

It will take a week or so, as rewiring takes place, to ensure a 
more reliable livestream.  After Monday’s Requiem Mass, 
priority for streaming will be given to Sunday and Requiem 
Masses.  Weekday Masses from Tuesday will be celebrated for 
the intentions noted above but not livestreamed.  As soon as 
the rewiring is complete, weekday Masses will be streamed 
again. 

Meanwhile, there are many livestream Masses available, and Fr 
Chambers celebrates Mass at 10 am each day and this is 
livestreamed on the St Matthew’s and Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, Kilmarnock YouTube channel. 

MASS ON BBC SCOTLAND: On Sunday 21st February 
Mass from St Joseph’s, Clarkston, will be broadcast on BBC 
SCOTLAND at 12 noon. 

LENT RESOURCES: A number of the Lent Extra 
magazine and the SCIAF WEE BOX pack, are still available 

from the parish.  Should anyone else like to receive these, 
please email kilmarnockstjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
with your name and address and an arrangement will be made 
to deliver them, as far as supplies allow. 

ONLINE RESOURCES FROM SCHOENSTATT: 
Schoenstatt is a retreat house in a beautiful location in the 
Campsie Fells.  During all of these Lockdowns it has been 
difficult for all of us to keep in touch and so Schoenstatt 
Scotland has undertaken the following:  We have produced 
over 30 E-Retreats both small and more-lengthy, which are 
available through our website  www.schoenstatt.co.uk 

We now also now have a significant presence on 
Instagram.  Simply log on to Instagram and key in 
schoenstattscotlanduk and you will have significant content.   

We also now have our Own YouTube Channel; and finally, 
from tomorrow we will have a Lenten E-Burst going out daily 
till Easter Sunday available on Instagram and on our Facebook 
site. 

MARY’S MEALS REPORTS ON THE 
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN TIGRAY, ETHIOPIA: 
Dear friends, in recent weeks you may have heard something 
of the grave news from Tigray in northern Ethiopia. An armed 
conflict between the federal and regional governments has 
escalated into a shocking humanitarian crisis. We are hearing 
harrowing reports of tens of thousands of families displaced 
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from their homes and that as many as 4.5 million people are 
without access to basic food, medical and sanitary supplies 
across the region! We have been working in Tigray for many 
years where our trusted partners the Daughters of Charity 
normally serve over 24,000 children Mary’s Meals. We are 
now working with the Daughters of Charity to respond to this 
crisis and provide support to children and families affected by 
this crisis. As people of faith, we are asking you to partner 
with us by holding the people of Tigray and the emergency 
work we are doing there in your prayers. To find out more 
about this appeal please visit https://www.marysmeals.org.uk. 
Thank you. 

FOOD PARCELS: On Wednesdays from 11.00 am until 
12.00 noon, food parcels are available by ringing the doorbell 
on the church hall.  Outside of this time, should anyone need 
or know of someone else who might need a food parcel 
delivered to their home, please email 
kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk with a name, 
address and telephone number. 

We appeal again for food parcels to be delivered to the church 
as stock is low.  The contents of the food parcel are specific 
and are to be delivered in a strong plastic or paper bag: 

 2 cans of soup 
 1 canned meal, e.g. beef bolognese, chilli con carne, 

chicken supreme, Fray Bentos style pie 
 1 tin of fruit 
 1 tin of vegetables 
 1 tin of beans 
 1 carton of long-life milk (UHT) 
 1 tin of hotdog sausages 
 1 tin of sardines/mackerel fillets/tuna 
 1 packet of biscuits 
 1 toilet roll 
 1 bar of soap. 

Please ensure canned foods have a ring pull for opening 
them.  Please also note that tea, coffee and sugar are not 
required. 

Please deliver the parcels to the church hall on Wednesday 
between 11 am and 12 noon.  Thank you for your support. 

AID TO THE 
CHURCH IN NEED: 
Aid to the Church in need 
invites young people to a 
mobile phone challenge 
this Lent.  This is a 
‘challenge’ because we all 
rely on our phones so 
much. Fasting is about 
giving up something that is 
important. There are 
many reasons why each of 
the world’s religions 
advocates fasting: to 
sacrifice willingly 
something that makes our 
lives more comfortable 
and to offer that to God 
for the good of another person is an act of selfless love, so it 
has spiritual power for our own good and the good of the 
world. When we fast, we learn:  

1. that we do not need exterior material things as much 
as we think we do 

2. that when we clear our minds from the noise and 
distractions of the world we are better placed to 
hear God’s voice 

3. the value of self-sacrifice and to become less self-
centred 

4. to imitate Jesus in the desert. Jesus fasted before he 
began his mission – this shows us its value as a 
spiritual practice in growing in holiness and resisting 
evil.  

The ACN Mobile Phone Challenge incorporates the three 
Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 

1. Fasting - We fast from our mobile phones (except 
for emergencies). 

2. Almsgiving - We raise money through asking our 
friends and family to sponsor us (this is also a 
sacrifice, because many of us find it difficult to ask our 
friends and family for sponsorship money, and 
organising the collection of the money can be 
difficult). The money we raise will go directly to those 
who need it at the ACN-funded project in Lebanon 
‘St John the Merciful Table’ (see below for more 
detail). 

3. Prayer - We are inviting you to join an online 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament prayer service 
either before or after your fast and ask you to pray 
for those you are taking on the challenge for.  

You can decide how best to fast from your phone depending 
on your individual circumstances. Some participants will find it 
easier to fast in blocks of time (e.g. two hours a day for twelve 
days etc), most however will complete the challenge in one 
24-hour period. Some very brave souls may choose to ‘give 
up’ their mobile phone more than once during Lent or even 
every Friday.  You should always use your phone in an 
emergency, even during the fast. 

You can find more information, videos, and registration and 
sponsor forms at https://acnuk.org/resource/acn-mobile-
phone-challenge/.  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: The annual global World Day 
of Prayer will take place on Friday 5th March. Starting on 
Tuesday 23rd February and every day until The World Day of 
Prayer on 5th March, a series of articles about the island of 
Vanuatu will be published on the World Day of Prayer 
Scotland FaceBook Page and on the World Day of Prayer 
Website: www.wdpscotland.org.uk.  During the 10 Days of 
Prayer, leaders of Scottish Churches, including His Grace, 
Archbishop Cushley, will offer a daily reflection about Vanuatu 
and the wider world. 

On Friday 5th March, Augustine United Church, Edinburgh, 
will host a virtual World Day of Prayer service, written this 
year by the women of Vanuatu. There will be participation by 
women, men and young people from all over Scotland and it 
will be led by musicians of Augustine United Church.  For 
joining details see WDP website or WDP Scotland Facebook 
or use the Zoom link Webinar ID: 895 9398 3883, Passcode: 
901656. 

 



 



 



 

 

Stations of the Cross 
Composed by John Bollan 

 

 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

God, our Father, 
you are the source of grace and mercy. 
Your Spirit drives us into the desert 
where, we too, like your Son, 
make our own Lenten journey. 

Your presence makes 
the parched land springs of water 
and the wilderness a garden of life. 

As we follow in the steps of your Son’s Passion, 
may we grow more merciful. 
As we carry the Cross with him, 
may we become more aware 
of our own need of mercy. 

As we look upon the Pierced One, 
may we be refreshed 
and washed clean in his love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Before each Station: 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the 
world. 

1. Jesus is condemned to death 
Fear is the enemy 

It was in Pilate’s power to be merciful.  We know that he 
was moved to release Jesus but his instinct for mercy was 
held in check by fear: the fear of being thought weak.  So, 
he called for water to wash his hands of Jesus and of 
blame. 

Lord Jesus, how many have been like Pilate – afraid to 
show mercy because mercy is confused with weakness?  
Teach us that mercy is strength. 

After each Station: 
I love you, Jesus, my love above all things; I repent with 
my whole heart for having offended you.  Never permit 
me to separate myself from you again.  Grant that I may 
love you always, and then do with me what you will. 

2. Jesus takes up the Cross 
The Cross 

This is why Jesus accepts the Cross, embraces it: he knows 
that through it, God will give new life to his people. 

Lord Jesus, as you bow down to take the Cross upon your 
shoulders, you carry us and the burden of our brokenness.  
Help us to see our Cross as a promise of love and life. 

3. Jesus falls the first time 
For a stronger faith 

Perhaps those who watched Jesus stumble saw this as a 
vindication of their own faith?  Here God was humiliating 
a man who had tried to humble them, to undermine their 
authority. 

Lord Jesus, we see you through the eyes of faith: through 
this fall we ask you to strengthen our faith and make us 
compassionate towards others.  May we live mercy and 
not merely talk about it. 

4. Jesus meets his mother 
Mother of Mercy 

The Mother of Mercy – who had indeed given flesh to the 
Word – saw that flesh torn by the rage of hatred and sin.  
Yet she too enters into this mystery of Divine Mercy, even 
though it means suffering with her Son. 

Blessed Mother, by sharing in your Son’s Passion you 
become for us a sign of life and hope – especially in our 
darkest moments.  Come to meet us on our own way of 
the Cross. 

5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus 
God makes haste to help us 

When Simon takes up the Cross he becomes the channel 
of God’s presence and closeness to his Son.  The rough 
hand of a guard pulling Simon from the crowd becomes 
the compassionate touch of the Father. 

Lord Jesus, it can be hard for us to admit when we need 
help; even harder to accept help when it is offered.  Give 
us the grace to recognise our ‘Simons’ and, in turn, to help 
those who need it most. 

6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus 
The Face of Mercy 

In return for her act of compassion, Veronica is left with 
an imprint of Jesus, the face of the Father’s mercy, on her 
cloth.  That likeness was also imprinted upon her soul – 
she too becomes an image of God’s tender mercy. 

Lord Jesus, help us to rediscover that face of mercy within 
each of us: that we might restore the dignity of those who 
are exploited, excluded and ignored. 

  



 

 

7. Jesus falls the second time 
A renewed hope 

Hope is precious.  In this second fall we see those who had 
placed their hopes in Jesus begin to feel the crushing 
weight of hopelessness as their Saviour stumbles in the 
dust. 

Lord Jesus, we ask that you renew our hope.  Despite our 
own repeated falls, open our hearts to that hope that we 
too might be loved forever. 

8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem 
The little ones 

As he nears the end, Jesus encounters the women of 
Jerusalem.  Though they mourn for him, his thoughts are 
with them and their children.  He shows the Father’s love 
for the ‘little ones’, those on the margins of society. 

Lord Jesus, you show us the true power of compassion.  
Even in the midst of your suffering, your concern is for 
others.  Help us to break free from self-pity and make our 
own times of suffering occasions of grace and mercy. 

9. Jesus falls the third time 
Redeeming love 

We speak of ‘falling in love’ with another person.  This fall 
of Jesus is an act of love for humanity – and not for some 
faceless ‘mass’, but for each one of us.  His Passion is the 
overflowing of God’s redeeming love for his wounded 
creation. 

Lord Jesus, only love can redeem us because only love is 
the deepest expression of the eternal life you share with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit.  That is why it is the 
greatest of all gifts and the one which endures: may we 
open our hearts to this healing love. 

10. Jesus is stripped of his clothing 
Restoring Eden 

The men who stripped Jesus were completing a plan set in 
motion at the original sin.  In the moment that nakedness 
became a source of shame, God had already fixed upon a 
remedy of Christ.  To save us, Jesus must strip himself of 
his equality with God and become the servant of his 
Father’s love. 

Lord Jesus, you have shown us how to strip ourselves of 
our obsession with power and status: help us not be 
ashamed to make our life a gift for others. 

11. Jesus is crucified 
Nails, words and other weapons 

Jesus was crucified, not just by nails which bound him to 
the wood of the Cross, but by the mocking words flung at 
him from the crowd.  Cruel speech is an instrument of 
torture, a way of crucifying others. 

Lord Jesus, remind us of the power of words to heal, or to 
wound.  When we surrender to jealousy or envy, we allow 
these poisons to paralyse our hearts and barb our tongues.  
Help us remember that, even on the Cross, you spoke only 
of forgiveness and compassion. 

12. Jesus dies on the Cross 
It is accomplished 

Jesus died as he lived: a sign of the Father’s merciful love.  
Even in death he is filled with compassion.  From his 
pierced side blood and water flow – a gift of new life 
through the saving sacraments. 

Lord Jesus, for us death means going away, for you it is 
about finding new ways of touching our lives with your 
power.  Give us signs of your life-giving presence in our 
families and communities – especially where there is a 
need for forgiveness and reconciliation. 

13. Jesus is taken down from the Cross and placed in 
the arms of his Mother 

The Passion of Mary 

Having met her son on his final journey, Mary walked 
with him.  Her own cross, the vision of her child whose 
suffering not even a mother’s love could lighten.  Now, at 
the end, she must contemplate that face which first looked 
up at her with new-born eyes.  She must close those eyes 
in the sleep of death. 

Sorrowful mother, whose heart lies broken at the foot of 
the Cross, be close to all mothers who stand by the crosses 
of their children, unable to lift them down or take their 
pain away.  Show them the blessed fruit of your womb, 
Jesus. 

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb 
The door from death to life 

Not even the tomb can contain the power of God’s mercy.  
The great stone which seals the entrance will become the 
first Holy Door of Mercy through which the light of the 
risen sun will pour.  But, for now, the Church must 
observe this Sabbath of uncertainty and sadness, and wait. 

Lord Jesus, make of every heart a holy door.  As we make 
our own journeys of forgiveness in this season of grace, fill 
us with your healing power: that we may, in turn, share 
your loving mercy with others. 

Concluding Prayer 

God, our Father, 
you watch the road for our coming back to you: 
you run to meet us on our way 
rejoicing that we have come back to life. 

We can do this only because you have sent Jesus, 
your first-born and our brother, 
to show us the path of mercy 
which is the Way of the Cross. 

He has paid the price of our ransom, 
he has freed us from death. 
Make us joyful witnesses of his risen love 
and help us, in our own lives, 
to show that face of mercy to all we meet. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Our Father… 
Hail Mary… 
Glory be… 



 

 

 

 


