
 

 



 

 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69. Donations: £1,362. Building Fund: £120. 
Mary’s Meals (Humanitarian Crisis): £100. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Sunday 28th 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Betty Hill and Stewart Hay (RIP) 
Monday 1st 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed)...................................................................................... Mary McKay (RIP) 
Tuesday 2nd 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed)...................................................................................... McBride & Adams families (RIP) 
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Wednesday 3rd 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed)...................................................................................... Hugh Murphy (RIP) 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 4th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Special Intention 
Friday 5th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Mary Kimmett (Ann) 
  Stations of the Cross 
Sunday 7th 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Andy Moran (RIP) 
  

 

LIVESTREAMED MASS FROM ST JOSEPH’S: Masses 
will be livestreamed from Sunday and on weekdays this week. 

RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC MASS: After the First 
Minister’s update on exiting lockdown on Tuesday, we expect 
to be able to return to the celebration of Mass with a 
congregation from Palm Sunday (27th March) onwards.  This 
is dependent on progress being made regarding the control of 
the virus.  A limited number of 20 people are expected to be 
able to worship at any one time, and places will need to be 
booked as before.  There will be more information given 
about this in due course. 

LENT RESOURCES: A number of the Lent Extra 
magazine and the SCIAF WEE BOX packs, are still available 
from the parish.  Should anyone else like to receive these, 
please email kilmarnockstjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
with your name and address and an arrangement will be made 
to deliver them, as far as supplies allow. 

FOOD PARCELS: On Wednesdays from 11.00 am until 
12.00 noon, food parcels are available by ringing the doorbell 
on the church hall.  Outside of this time, should anyone need 
or know of someone else who might need a food parcel 
delivered to their home, please email 

kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk with a name, 
address and telephone number. 

We appeal again for food parcels to be delivered to the church 
as stock is low.  The contents of the food parcel are specific 
and are to be delivered in a strong plastic or paper bag: 

 2 cans of soup 
 1 canned meal, e.g. beef bolognese, chilli con carne, 

chicken supreme, Fray Bentos style pie 
 1 tin of fruit 
 1 tin of vegetables 
 1 tin of beans 
 1 carton of long-life milk (UHT) 
 1 tin of hotdog sausages 
 1 tin of sardines/mackerel fillets/tuna 
 1 packet of biscuits 
 1 toilet roll 
 1 bar of soap. 

Please ensure canned foods have a ring pull for opening 
them.  Please also note that tea, coffee and sugar are not 
required. 

Please deliver the parcels to the church hall on Wednesday 
between 11 am and 12 noon.  Thank you for your support. 
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ST JOSEPH’S ACADEMY EXERCISE FOR SCIAF: On 
Monday we kicked off our whole school Lenten initiative “Get 
Out to Help Out”.  This initiative is designed to get our whole 
school community moving through a House Group games 
competition. Staff and pupils will be encouraged to complete 
as many walks/jogs/cycles as they can each week over a four-
week period in the name of their house group. Staff and pupils 
are asked to record their distance and share evidence with PE 
staff.  If you can contribute, we are hoping our efforts will help 
raise money for SCIAF via the following 
link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephsacademyf
orsciaf  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: The annual global World Day 
of Prayer will take place on Friday 5th March. From Tuesday 
23rd February and every day until The World Day of Prayer 
on 5th March, a series of articles about the island of Vanuatu 
will be published on the World Day of Prayer Scotland 
FaceBook Page and on the World Day of Prayer Website: 
www.wdpscotland.org.uk.  During the 10 Days of Prayer, 
leaders of Scottish Churches, including His Grace, Archbishop 
Cushley, will offer a daily reflection about Vanuatu and the 
wider world. 

On Friday 5th March, Augustine United Church, Edinburgh, 
will host a virtual World Day of Prayer service, written this 
year by the women of Vanuatu. There will be participation by 
women, men and young people from all over Scotland and it 
will be led by musicians of Augustine United Church.  For 
joining details see WDP website or WDP Scotland Facebook 
or use the Zoom link Webinar ID: 895 9398 3883, Passcode: 
901656. 

WRITE TO YOUR MP TO CHALLENGE PROPOSED 
REDUCTION IN INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT BUDGET: In November 2020, the UK 
Chancellor announced the Government’s intention to 
significantly reduce the budget for international development, 
arguing that the costs of dealing with the coronavirus 
pandemic meant a temporary cut was necessary. Under the 
Government’s plans, overseas aid spending will be reduced 
from 0.7 per cent to 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income 
(GNI). It would mean the international development budget 
falling by around a third, from £15.2 billion in 2019 to around 
£10 billion in 2021. The 0.7 per cent target had been met every 
year since 2013, and enshrined in law since 2015. 

The decision to reduce the UK’s international development 
commitment requires a change in the law. Please contact your 
Member of Parliament to make the case for opposing the cut 
and protecting Britain’s international development 
commitment. 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland have published a 
briefing, included below, which provides helpful information 
on what the cut in aid will mean and some arguments in favour 
of retaining the 0.7 per cent aid commitment. 

Please read the briefing and send it to your MP asking them to 
consider doing the following: 

 Write to the Prime Minister calling on him to protect the 
0.7% aid target 

 Vote against any legislation that will reduce or revoke the 
0.7% aid target 

 Use their voice to speak out about these cuts in Parliament 

We are particularly keen for those individuals living in the 
constituencies listed below to contact their MP. These 
constituencies have Conservative MPs and, if this campaign is 

to succeed, we require as many backbench Conservative MPs 
as possible to support it. 

 West Aberdeenshire and Kincardine 
 Banff and Buchan 
 Dumfries and Galloway 
 Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk 
 Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and Tweeddale 
 Moray 

UPDATE ON GALLERY AND PORCH 
RENOVATIONS: The organ gallery and arch above the 
original entrance to the church are now fully supported by a 
steel frame of beams and columns.  Wiring for sockets, lighting 
and internet is in place.  The heating system has been 
replumbed.  The wooden studs to create partitions for the 
store and the stall are in place and the ceiling and walls are 
being lined with plasterboard.  The fire alarm panel has been 
relocated.  The audio and livestream equipment are being 
moved to the gallery.  By the time public worship is restored 
(hopefully) at the end of March we can expect the porch to 
be in use, although external and internal doors are still to be 
manufactured for installation later, and the shop will not open 
immediately. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


