


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69. Donations: £680. Building Fund: £130. SVDP: £30. SCIAF: £20.  Missions: £10. 
Organ Restoration Fund: £1,250. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 7th MARCH 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Sunday 7th 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Andy Moran (RIP) 
Monday 8th Mass will not be livestreamed today 
Tuesday 9th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed)...................................................................................... Patrick Doherty (RIP) 
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Wednesday 10th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed)...................................................................................... Mary, Margaret, Michael Robertson (Ann) 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 11th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Special Intention 
Friday 12th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Special Intention 
  Stations of the Cross 
Sunday 14th 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Gallagher family (Ann) 
  

 

GALLOWAY DIOCESE NEWS: The Lent electronic 
edition of the diocesan magazine is available online for 
download at http://www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/galloway-
diocese-news.  It contains articles and reflections about this 
season of preparation for Easter and news from throughout 
the diocese. 

RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC MASS: We await a more 
detailed announcement from the Government and the Bishops 
about the resumption of public Mass in time for Easter Sunday 
and perhaps Good Friday and Holy Thursday too.  A limited 
number of 20 people are initially expected to be able to 
worship at any one time, and places will need to be booked as 
before.  There will be more information given about this in 
due course. 

CONDOLENCES: The condolences of the parish 
community are extended to the families of our parishioners, 
the late Ellen Henderson and the late Peter Coyle who died 
recently.  May they rest in peace. 

FOOD PARCELS: Thank you to everyone who has donated 
food parcels for the Wednesday outreach.  There is now an 
ample supply, so please don’t donate more food at 
present.  As demand changes, we will make a future appeal. 

ST JOSEPH’S ACADEMY, EXERCISE FOR SCIAF: 
Last week we kicked off our whole school Lenten initiative 

“Get Out to Help Out”.  This initiative is designed to get our 
whole school community moving through a House Group 
games competition. Staff and pupils will be encouraged to 
complete as many walks/jogs/cycles as they can each week 
over a four-week period in the name of their house group. 
Staff and pupils are asked to record their distance and share 
evidence with PE staff.  If you can contribute, we are hoping 
our efforts will help raise money for SCIAF via the following 
link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephsacademyf
orsciaf  

JOB OPPORTUNITY, DELEGATE FOR 
EDUCATION: Responsible to the Jesuit Provincial for 
supporting the identity and mission of the eleven Jesuit schools 
in the UK.  Hours: 0.4fte (= 2 days or 14 hours per week).  
Contract: Permanent.  Salary: £70k/pa pro rata (= £28k/pa for 
0.4fte post).  Location: Flexible.  Starting Date: 1st September 
2021 or by negotiation.  Application closing date: 19th March 
2021.  Further information is on the Jesuit Institute website:  
www.jesuitinstitute.org. 

MAKE YOUR OWN 24 HOUR FAST FOR SCIAF 
DURING LENT: Around the world, we produce more than 
enough food to feed everyone.  However, one in nine people 
worldwide still go hungry every day.  By participating in a 24 
hour fast or fast day you can join in solidarity with all those 
around the world who do not have enough to eat. 
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Taking part in this is a great way to fundraise for SCIAF.  It’s a 
challenge that most people can undertake and is easy to 
organise.  Alternatively have a basic soup lunch and donate 
what you would have spent on food to SCIAF. 

Anyone over 12 years old, and in good health, can safely go 
without food for 24 hours.  They must drink fluids though.  
Anyone with a cold, flu, liver or kidney problems should not 
take part in the full fast.  Remember that you can adapt the 
length of the fast depending on the age of participants – 6 
hours, 12 hours or 24 hours.  If in doubt, check with your 
doctor beforehand. 

As you fast, your body will go through different stages and it’s 
important to pay attention to what your body is telling you, 
and to respond accordingly.  It’s important to pay attention to 
your energy levels and always drink fluids during the fast: 

Feeling tired?  Sit down and rest for a bit.  Have some 
personal reflection time or pray.  Feeling energetic?  Great, 
do an activity to harness that energy – but don’t forget to 
drink fluid.  Feeling hungry?  This is bound to happen, but 
drink some water and the feeling will pass.  This is a great time 
to reflect on how fortunate we are and the one in nine people 
worldwide who do not have enough to eat every day.  
Feeling distracted?  Towards the end of your fast it’s 
common to have difficulty focussing on tasks. 

 
A full SCIAF fasting resource pack is available at 
https://www.sciaf.org.uk/resources/download/1585.  You can 
also use the opportunity to fundraise for SCIAF. 

FEAST OF ST JOHN OGILVIE, MARTYR: On 
Wednesday 10 March we celebrate the Feast of the Scottish 
Martyr, St John Ogilvie. 

In the 16th century new ideas about Christianity had been 
sweeping across Europe.  They were at odds with the beliefs 
held for the previous 1500 years and this led to confrontation.  
In those times, Kings and Queens, and rulers generally, were 
very close to the Church.  In disputes, rulers ended up taking 
sides and attempting to decide for their subjects whether they 
would follow the New or the Old Religion as they came to be 
called.  The monarch’s word was law, and there were severe 
punishments for those who followed the ‘wrong’ religion, 
including the death penalty. 

The result in Scotland was that the Old Religion went 
‘underground’:  Mass could only be celebrated in secret, 
priests couldn’t stay in the same place for long.  Church 
matters had to be conducted with great secrecy. 

Into this religious uncertainty was born John Ogilvie in 1579, 
to a wealthy Calvinist family in Keith.  His father arranged for 
John to go to Europe at the age of 13 to further his education 
and prepare him to play a better part in public life on his 
return.  Aged 17, still away from home, he became a Catholic 
and entered the Scots College at Douai in France, later 
entering the Benedictine Monastery in Ratisbon, and after 
moving to Bohemia, entered the Jesuits, studied in Graz and 
Vienna, and was ordained a Jesuit priest in 1610. 

He was appointed to Rouen in Normandy but was determined 
to return to Scotland.  Eventually his superiors agreed, and he 
was accompanied on his mission by another Jesuit and a 
Capuchin friar. 

John returned to his native north-east, spent some time in 
Edinburgh and later went on a mysterious journey to London, 
apparently to seek an audience with King James.  This seems 
similar to St Paul engineering a meeting with the Emperor in 
Rome, to get directly at the heart of political power.  We 
know nothing of how the audience went. 

It is reported that John was busy day and 
night reconciling people to the “Old Faith”.  
However, his mission was cut short, when 
he accepted an arrangement to meet Adam 
Boyd in a Glasgow Street on 14th October 
1614.  Boyd apparently wanted to become 
a Catholic, but it was a trap to get him out 
into the open away from anyone who might 
come to his aid, and he was apprehended 
and brought to trial. 

His interrogators had two purposes: to get answers to the 
King’s questions and to find out the names of Catholics so they 
could be arrested as well.  To encourage him to part with the 
names he was subjected to a variety of tortures: meagre 
amounts of food, beatings, the boot torture which did 
irretrievable damage to his legs, and a Scottish specialty called 
‘The Witches’ Bridles’ – needles, iron points and pins inserted 
into parts of his body to prevent sleep, and this was imposed 
on him for eight days and nine nights.  Despite these tortures, 
he never once divulged a single name of any of his flock. 

Two exchanges between John Spottiswoode, Archbishop of 
Glasgow and one of the King’s main agents in Scotland, suffice 
to give an idea of what was at issue. 

1) To Spottiswoode’s statement “The King forbids Mass and 
you celebrate Mass” Ogilvie replied: “Judge yourselves 
whether I should obey Christ rather than the King.  The King 
forbids, but Christ instituted the Mass and ordered it to be 
celebrated… If the King forbids what Christ instituted, how 
can he escape being called a persecutor? 

2) To another question “Will you be obedient to the King…? 
Ogilvie replied: I will show myself most obedient to the King 
in all things in which I am bound to obey his royal majesty; for 
if anyone invaded his temporal kingdom I would shed the last 
drop of my blood in his defence.  But in those things which 
the King arrogates to himself, that is the use of spiritual 
jurisdiction, I cannot, nor will I render him any obedience. 

On 10th March 1615, the jury took little time to return with 
the sentence of death.  He was to be hanged that afternoon, 
beheaded, and his body quartered and exposed in four public 
places in the city. 

St John gave thanks, blessed the judge, shook hands with the 
archbishop and others present, and declared that he forgave 
them all.  While the officials of the city retired for lunch, John 
spent the time in prayer. 

Forbidden to speak to the people because he was now to be 
treated as a traitor, John kissed the gallows when he reached 
them and gave himself up in prayer. 

St John Ogilvie, pray for us. 



 

 

 

 


