


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69. Donations: £347. Building Fund: £412. SVDP: £25. SCIAF: £260.  Missions: £15. 
Holy Places of Palestine: £30. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 14th MARCH 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Sunday 14th 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Gallagher family (Ann) 
Monday 15th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ McMahon family (RIP) 
Tuesday 16th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed)...................................................................................... King family (RIP) 
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Wednesday 17th 10.00 am ..... Mass of the Feast of St Patrick (livestreamed) ......................... Robert Montgomery (RIP) 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 18th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Special Intention 
Friday 19th 10.00 am ..... Mass of the Solemnity of St Joseph (livestreamed) .............. Michael Strain (Ann) 
  Stations of the Cross 
Sunday 21st 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ............................................................................ Sean McKeen (Ann) 
  

 

RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC MASS: Assuming no 
deterioration in the situation with the virus between now and 
then, communal worship will resume in Scotland from Friday 
26th March with a cap of 50 people in the congregation.   

Weekend Masses: You can request a place for the upcoming 
weekend through the parish website 
www.rckilmarnock.org.uk.  Online bookings are open from 
Sunday at 6 pm until Thursday at 5 pm.  Booking will be 
open for Palm Sunday, therefore, on Sunday 21st March.  You 
can also make a telephone booking by phoning the parish 
house on 01563 521832 on Friday from 11 am until 12 
noon.  Your booking will be confirmed by Friday evening.  If 
you book a place and then cannot come to Mass, please phone 
or email the parish so another person eager to attend can be 
present. 

The church hall will be available as an overflow space where 
the Mass will be streamed and communion distributed. 

Arrangements for booking attendance on Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday and the Easter Masses will be published in next 
week’s newsletter. 

FOOD PARCELS: Thank you to everyone who has donated 
food parcels for the Wednesday outreach.  There is now an 
ample supply, so please don’t donate more food at 
present.  As demand changes, we will make a future appeal. 

ST JOSEPH’S ACADEMY, EXERCISE FOR SCIAF: 
Last week we kicked off our whole school Lenten initiative 
“Get Out to Help Out”.  This initiative is designed to get our 
whole school community moving through a House Group 
games competition. Staff and pupils will be encouraged to 
complete as many walks/jogs/cycles as they can each week 
over a four-week period in the name of their house group. 
Staff and pupils are asked to record their distance and share 
evidence with PE staff.  If you can contribute, we are hoping 
our efforts will help raise money for SCIAF via the following 
link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephsacademyf
orsciaf  

LETTER FROM BISHOP TOAL FOR SCIAF 
SUNDAY: My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, I write on 
behalf of the Bishops of Scotland on this the fourth Sunday of 
Lent to thank you for your generous and prayerful support for 
SCIAF – the Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund - over 
the past year. 

In the Gospels, we hear of many occasions when Jesus heals 
the sick, reaching out with love and mercy to the most 
marginalised and the poorest, both in action and in spirit. 

As Catholics we are called to follow his example, to recognise 
that we are our brother or sister’s keeper. To reach out to 
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the poorest with love. SCIAF is the embodiment of the love 
of our Church in Scotland, reaching out to our vulnerable 
sisters and brothers around the world. It is why during Lent, 
we ask you to give generously to support the vital work SCIAF 
does on our behalf. 

This has been a difficult twelve months for all of us, but 
through WEE BOX and collection donations, gifts in wills and 
direct debits, SCIAF have continued to help the poorest 
people in the world. 

SCIAF is extremely grateful that last year, generous 
parishioners raised £945,218 to help survivors of gender-
based violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Victims 
of a devastating war which lasted more than 20 years. Where 
many were killed, displaced and are in need due to ongoing 
violence. 

Through SCIAF’s Church partners these vulnerable survivors, 
mostly women and girls, were given the medical care and 
trauma counselling they needed to recover, and gained new 
skills to build a better life. That is our faith in action. 

This year, SCIAF ask us to look to another country where 
frequent conflict has left behind a legacy of fear, displacement 
and despair, making it one of the world’s poorest and most 
fragile states. Children with disabilities were already the most 
vulnerable in society. Now, the coronavirus pandemic has 
deepened already existing issues of poverty, putting them at 
greater risk. When a crisis comes, be it conflict, famine or 
even the coronavirus, it’s the poorest and most vulnerable 
children who suffer most. 

Many children with disabilities in South Sudan are not able to 
go to school or, later on, to work and earn a living. They may 
have no access to support services or hospitals for treatment. 
They may face stigma and exclusion. Due to a lack of access 
to education and opportunities, disabled children can miss out 
on vital learning that helps them to break out of the cycle of 
poverty, unlock their potential and live life to the full. 

Through SCIAF the Scottish Catholic Church can help 
children with disabilities in South Sudan to access the 
education and support they need to build a bright future. 
SCIAF will reach the poorest people first and put our faith into 
action. 

With the support of parishes, SCIAF’s work in South Sudan 
will provide a lifeline for children with disabilities and their 
families. Our support will help to adapt schools so that pupils 
with disabilities can access education. Children will be 
provided with aids such as wheelchairs, ramps, hearing aids 
and canes, as well as healthcare to help them live more 
independently. 

For example, just £35 could buy a classroom desk so a pupil 
with a disability doesn’t need to sit on the floor. 

I am delighted to let you know that this year, all donations to 
SCIAF’s WEE BOX, BIG CHANGE appeal, made before 11th 
May, will be doubled by the UK government. Your donations 
will help SCIAF’s life changing work around the world, while 
match funding from the UK government will provide a lifeline 
to children with disabilities, their families and communities in 
South Sudan, helping them to build bright futures. Thank you 
for your continued generosity; know that it goes towards 
good work. 

As Lent continues and we look forward to the celebration of 
Christ’s resurrection, please remember SCIAF and everyone 
they work with in your prayers. 

May God bless you and your families during the holy season 
of Lent and throughout the year. 

+ Joseph Toal, Bishop President of SCIAF 
On behalf of the Bishop’s Conference of Scotland 

SCIAF SPECIAL COLLECTION: A special collection for 
the work of SCIAF is usually taken this weekend.  You can 
make a donation to SCIAF online at www.sciaf.org.uk or can 
put a donation in an envelope through the door of the parish 
house.  Thank you. 

 

 
A PRAYER TO ST 
JOSEPH IN THE YEAR 
OF ST JOSEPH: To you, 
O blessed Joseph, do we 
come in our afflictions, and 
having implored the help of 
your most holy Spouse, we 
confidently invoke your 
patronage also. 

Through that charity which 
bound you to the 
Immaculate Virgin Mother of 
God and through the 
paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we 
humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which 
Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power 
and strength to aid us in our necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the 
chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off 
from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O 
our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven 
assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now 
protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and 
from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant 
protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, 
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain 
eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 



 

 

 

 


