


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69. Donations: £315. Building Fund: £10. Justice and Peace: £3. SCIAF: £30.  
 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 21st MARCH 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Sunday 21st 11.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) .............................................................................. John McGill (Ann) 
Monday 22nd 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) .............................................................................. Alec Smith (RIP) 
Tuesday 23rd 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) ......................................................................................... Special Intention 
   Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Wednesday 24th Mass will not be livestreamed today 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in the hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 25th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) .............................................................................. Special Intention 
Friday 26th 10.00 am ..... Mass (livestreamed) .............................................................................. David McIlroy (RIP) 
  Stations of the Cross 
Saturday 27th 6.00 pm ....... Vigil Mass of Palm Sunday (also livestreamed) ........................ Frances Steven (RIP) 
Sunday 28th 11.00 am ..... Mass of Palm Sunday (also livestreamed) ................................... Fr Paddy Walsh (RIP) 
  

 

RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC MASS AND BOOKING 
TO ATTEND: Communal worship can resume in Scotland 
from Friday 26th March with a cap of 50 people in the 
congregation.  Mass in St Joseph’s on 26th March will be for 
the stewards only.  We will discuss afterwards the 
arrangements for hygiene and infection control, and to clean 
the church and hall.  I extend my thanks to the willing stewards 
who help us all to worship safely. 

Thereafter, the Vigil and Sunday Masses of Palm Sunday will be 
celebrated to begin Holy Week.  It is indeed meaningful for us 
to celebrate the Sacred Triduum communally as we live 
through this time.  These liturgies will also be livestreamed. 

Resources are available for download from the Bishops’ 
Conference website for prayer during the Sacred Triduum and 
to foster participation in online liturgies.  You can find them 
at Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference of Scotland > COVID-
19 > COVID Resources (bcos.org.uk). 

For Palm Sunday, public Masses will be celebrated as a 6 pm 
Vigil and at 11 am on Sunday.  From Monday to Wednesday 
of Holy Week, Mass will be celebrated at 10 am.  Mass on 
Holy Thursday is at 7 pm.  The Good Friday liturgy is at 3 pm.  
The Easter Vigil is at 8.30 pm on Holy Saturday.  Easter Sunday 
Mass is at 11 am. 

Booking for Palm Sunday and Holy Week until Easter opens 
online on the parish website from 6 pm on Sunday 21st March.  

It is not straightforward to predict demand!  Please, however, 
book as many Masses as you wish to attend.  We will contact 
you later by email to let you know which Masses it will be 
possible to attend, taking into account the cap of 50.  There 
will be an overflow facility in the parish hall for a further 50 to 
gather and receive communion. 

Nobody relishes this situation and we will do everything we 
can in the parish to help you return to Mass in person. 

Weekday Masses: If you would like to attend weekday Mass 
on a regular basis, please email 
kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk and indicate 
which days you would like to attend.  From the list of those 
who wish to attend weekday Mass, people will be contacted 
and offered a day/days when it will be possible to attend.  
Bookings for weekday Masses after 3 pm on Sunday may not 
be considered for that week. 

Without a confirmed place, it is possible that you won’t be 
admitted to the church. 

Everyone is asked to be patient and accept that less frequent 
attendance at Mass will be the reality at this time. 

We can only look forward in hope to a time, perhaps in 
summer, when getting to Mass will be more ‘normal’. 
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FOOD PARCELS: Thank you to everyone who has donated 
food parcels for the Wednesday outreach.  There is now an 
ample supply, so please don’t donate more food at 
present.  As demand changes, we will make a future appeal. 

ST JOSEPH’S ACADEMY, EXERCISE FOR SCIAF: 
Last week we kicked off our whole school Lenten initiative 
“Get Out to Help Out”.  This initiative is designed to get our 
whole school community moving through a House Group 
games competition. Staff and pupils will be encouraged to 
complete as many walks/jogs/cycles as they can each week 
over a four-week period in the name of their house group. 
Staff and pupils are asked to record their distance and share 
evidence with PE staff.  If you can contribute, we are hoping 
our efforts will help raise money for SCIAF via the following 
link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephsacademyf
orsciaf  

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING FOR PARISH 
VOLUNTEERS: Looking ahead to when we may be able to 
resume normal worship and return to parish ministries, it will 
be necessary for all parish volunteers to complete their 
second Safeguarding Induction Training session, if they require 
a PVG to carry out their ministries. The diocesan trainers 
strongly recommend that as many volunteers as possible 
attend this training session online, from the comfort and safety 
of their own homes, during this current lockdown. To book a 
place in an online session at a convenient time for you, please 
visit www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/safeguarding-calendar, 
which will be regularly updated with available dates and times. 
If you are unsure whether you need to attend, please contact 
your Parish Safeguarding Coordinator; many volunteers have 
already attended either in-person immediately before the 
pandemic, or online during it. Thank you for your commitment 
to your parishes. 

LITANY OF ST JOSEPH: As we celebrate his Feast in this 
Year of St Joseph, here is a litany for us to pray. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us, Christ, graciously hear us. 

God the Father of heaven, have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the World, have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us. 

Holy Mary, pray for us. 
St Joseph, pray for us. 
Renowned offspring of David, pray for us. 
Light of Patriarchs, pray for us. 
Spouse of the Mother of God, pray for us. 
Chaste guardian of the Virgin, pray for us. 
Foster father of the Son of God, pray for us. 
Diligent protector of Christ, pray for us. 
Head of the Holy Family, pray for us. 
Joseph most just, pray for us. 
Joseph most chaste, pray for us. 
Joseph most prudent, pray for us. 
Joseph most strong, pray for us. 
Joseph most obedient, pray for us. 
Joseph most faithful, pray for us. 
Mirror of patience, pray for us. 
Lover of poverty, pray for us. 
Model of artisans, pray for us. 
Glory of home life, pray for us. 
Guardian of virgins, pray for us. 
Pillar of families, pray for us. 
Solace of the wretched, pray for us. 
Hope of the sick, pray for us. 
Patron of the dying, pray for us. 

Terror of demons, pray for us. 
Protector of Holy Church, pray for us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, spare us, 
O Jesus. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, graciously 
hear us, O Jesus. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us, O Jesus. 

He made him the lord of his household. 
And prince over all his possessions. 

Let us pray: 
O God, in your ineffable providence you were pleased to 
choose Blessed Joseph to be the spouse of your most holy 
Mother; grant, we beg you, that we may be worthy to have 
him for our intercessor in heaven whom on earth we venerate 
as our Protector: You who live and reign forever and ever. 

Saint Joseph, pray for us. 

THE CENTENARY OF ST JOSEPH’S IN 1947: There 
were two causes of the great anticipation felt among the 
Catholic community in Kilmarnock in June 1947.  The first was 
the imminent arrival to a cinema in the town of Welcome 
Stranger, the film which reunited the Going My Way team of 
Bing Crosby and Barry Fitzgerald.  The other was the up-
coming centenary of St Joseph’s.  As early as 1941, having 
already installed new radiators, Canon Carey inaugurated a 
special fund for the redecoration of the church ‘in order that 
the centenary celebrations may take place under the best 
conditions’.  By April 1947, excitement was mounting and, at 
a school concert, the now retired Charles McKay increased 
the expectation with an eloquent talk on the forthcoming 
centenary.  James McLaughlan, another schoolteacher, had 
been commissioned to write a history of the church for a 
commemorative brochure and had completed much of it 
before he died prematurely.  The history, therefore, achieved 
its final form at the hands of one of McLaughlan’s colleagues, 
David Mason.  J S Burns, printers, then of Buccleuch Street, 
Glasgow, produced a brochure worthy of the event, with fine 
photographs of past priests and the church. 

The actual date of the centenary, 13 June, fell on a Friday.  
Eucharistic fasting rules of the period meant that an evening 
Mass on a weekday was impossible.  Thus it was that Pontifical 
High Mass was celebrated by Bishop Mellon of Galloway at 
11.30 on the morning of Sunday, 15 June 1947.  He was 
assisted by Monsignor McHardy of St Margaret’s, Ayr, and 
Canon Carey.  Father young acted as deacon; Father John 
Donnelly as sub-deacon; and Father Brady, Master of 
Ceremonies.  The altar servers were John McCaffrey, 
Desmond McNeil, Pat Farrell, John Tonner, and two cousins, 
both named John McCluskey.  A Passionist priest, Father 
Dominic Poland from the order’s retreat house in 
Musselburgh, preached the homily, congratulating clergy and 
congregation on St Joseph’s attaining its centenary and paying 
tribute to the spiritual outlook of pioneers who, amid great 
material distress, nevertheless succeeded in erecting the 
beautiful church of St Joseph which stood ‘as a lasting 
memorial for all time.’  During the course of the sermon, he 
read out a short telegram from Pope Pius XII: ‘The Holy 
Father lovingly imparts his apostolic blessing to the 
parishioners, past and present, of St Joseph’s Church, 
Kilmarnock, on the happy occasion of the centenary of the 
parish.’  The telegram was signed by the Papal Sub-Secretary 
of State, Monsignor Giovanni Battista Montini, the future Pope 
Paul VI. 

From ‘St Joseph’s, Kilmarnock 1847-1997, A Portrait of a Parish 
Community’ by Dr Raymond McCluskey. 
 



 

 

 

 


