


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69. Donations: £330.  SCIAF: £140  
 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 28th MARCH 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Saturday 27th 6.00 pm ....... Vigil Mass of Palm Sunday (congregation, not livestreamed) ........... Catherine Colman (RIP) 
Sunday 28th 11.00 am ..... Mass of Palm Sunday (congregation, also livestreamed) ..................... Fr Paddy Walsh (RIP) 
Monday 29th 10.00 am ..... Funeral Mass of Robert Burns, RIP (also livestreamed) ................... Robert Burns (RIP) 
Tuesday 30th No public Mass today 
Wednesday 31st 10.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Anne Marie Kelly (RIP) 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in the hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 1st 7.00 pm ....... Mass of the Lord’s Supper (congregation, also livestreamed) ........... David Dempster (RIP) 
Friday 2nd 3.00 pm ....... Good Friday Passion of the Lord (congregation, also livestreamed) 
 7.00 pm ....... Stations of the Cross (congregation, not livestreamed) 
Saturday 3rd 8.30 pm ....... Easter Vigil (congregation, also livestreamed) ......................................... Rita McCaw (RIP) 
Sunday 4th 11.00 am ..... Mass of Easter Sunday (congregation, also livestreamed)................... Lewis Orr (RIP) 
  

 

ON RETURNING TO MASS: Communal worship 
resumes this weekend in St Joseph’s.  It is a source of joy that 
a representation of our parishioners can celebrate the Sacred 
Triduum face-to-face as we live through this time.  These 
liturgies will also be livestreamed to foster wider participation. 

Because of technical issues, we will not yet use the hall as an 
overflow to gather for Mass.  When particular work in the 
church porch is completed, work will begin to resolve these 
issues. 

As previously, Mass has to be booked in order to avoid the 
unenviable task of turning people away at the door.  Bookings 
for Holy Thursday and Good Friday closed at 12 noon on 
Friday 26 March.  Confirmation of attendance has been issued. 

Online bookings at www.rckilmarnock.org.uk remain open for 
the Easter Vigil at 8.30 pm on Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday 
Mass is at 11 am.  Bookings will close for these on Wednesday 
31 March at 12 noon.  Confirmation of attendance will be 
given by the evening of Friday 2 April. 

Resources are available for download from the Bishops’ 
Conference website for prayer during the Sacred Triduum and 
to foster participation in online liturgies.  You can find them 
at Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference of Scotland > 
COVID-19 > COVID Resources (bcos.org.uk).  These include 
Morning and Night Prayer of the Church for Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday.  There is also 
a participation guide for those participating in Mass by 
livestream, and other resources. 

Weekday Masses: Thank you to those who have indicated 
preferred days to attend weekday Mass. 

The response indicates that there seems no need to use a 
booking system for weekday Mass.  However, when capacity 
at proper social distance is reached, it will not be possible to 
admit more people.  This was managed successfully under the 
limit of 50 of a congregation during the last time of restriction 
when churches were open, and on extremely rare occasions 
was the church full.  So please come along.  Stations of the 
Cross requires no booking.  Holy Thursday and Good Friday 
afternoon liturgies are now full.  

We can only look forward in hope to a time, perhaps in 
summer, when getting to Mass will be more ‘normal’. 

SAFETY MEASURES AT WORSHIP: According to 
Government regulations a record of attendance with name, 
contact details and time in church.  It will be kept securely for 
one month and then destroyed. 

After each gathering, the church will be cleaned and 
disinfected. 

Please observe the following safety measures. 
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 Don’t enter the church if you have symptoms of Covid-
19.  If you are sick, have a cold, flu or fever, you must 
stay at home. 

 Keep 2 metres away from other households while 
waiting to enter the church. 

 Ensure you sanitise your hands on entry to and exit from 
the church. 

 A mask or other face-covering must be worn.  The 
church will not provide these so please bring your own. 

 Stay 2 metres away from other household groups. 
 There will be a one-way system: entry is through the 

double main doors and exit through the small side door 
close to the altar. 

 Gatherings outside the church should be avoided. 
 Mass will be shorter and some non-essential prayers will 

be omitted to keep the gathering time limited. 

There will be no congregational singing, offertory procession 
or sign of peace. 

HOLY WATER AT THE EASTER VIGIL: There is a 
Blessing of Water at the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses.  
Those who attend the Easter weekend Masses may wish to 
bring a bottle filled with water for blessing.  It can be used at 
home to bless oneself as we would do in church.  Perhaps this 
will encourage the traditional Catholic practice of having a 
small holy water font near the entrance to the home to bless 
oneself as you enter and leave.  When the works in the porch 
are complete, we will bring these holy water stoups for the 
home into stock. 

FINANCE OF THE PARISH: Firstly, it must be 
acknowledged that there are economic reasons during this 
time of pandemic which make it difficult for people to donate 
to the parish as they did before.  Even in normal times, no-one 
should ever feel obliged to donate money to the parish.  We 
also have some resources through the Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society to support people in particular need.  Please contact 
Father Stephen who can put these needs in the hands of the 
St Vincent de Paul Society. 

Secondly, thank you for the financial support of the parish 
during the last year during a period when we have often not 
been able to gather.  You have found creative ways, including 
setting up a regular standing order, to bring your donations to 
the church.  Every effort and donation is appreciated.  In 2020, 
the weekly giving dropped by around a quarter or 25%.  A loss 
was inevitable, but the high level of giving, especially when we 
cannot meet, has been remarkable.  Thank you. 

There have been a number of one-off donations which are 
appreciated. 

Thirdly, standing orders now contribute almost £800 each 
week to the parish.  At the beginning of the March 2020 
lockdown, standing orders contributed £314 per week.  Thank 
you to everyone who has made an effort to make this 
arrangement for the benefit of the parish. 

Fourthly, a claim for gift aid on last year’s donations returns 
to the parish, as a registered diocesan charity, tax you have 
paid on earnings as part of the Government Gift Aid Scheme.  
The amount repaid will be in the region of £20,000.  If you are 
a taxpayer and have not completed a gift aid form, please 
consider this as a way to support the parish. 

Finally, collection envelopes for 2021-22 will be delivered by 
hand by a group of parish volunteers in time for the weekend 
of Sunday 11 April. 

Thank you again for your ongoing support. 

STREAMING: Masses are being livestreamed to foster 
participation of those who cannot attend in person.  The 
cameras will focus on the altar.  Sometimes the back of 
people’s heads will appear, especially of those seated at the 
front of the church.  At communion and on exit the camera 
will not focus on those coming forward.  If you are attending 
Mass in person and do not wish to be filmed in the livestream 
please contact Fr Stephen and an arrangement will be made. 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING FOR PARISH 
VOLUNTEERS: Looking ahead to when we may be able to 
resume normal worship and return to parish ministries, it will 
be necessary for all parish volunteers to complete their 
second Safeguarding Induction Training session, if they require 
a PVG to carry out their ministries. The diocesan trainers 
strongly recommend that as many volunteers as possible 
attend this training session online, from the comfort and safety 
of their own homes, during this current lockdown. To book a 
place in an online session at a convenient time for you, please 
visit www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/safeguarding-calendar, 
which will be regularly updated with available dates and times. 
If you are unsure whether you need to attend, please contact 
your Parish Safeguarding Coordinator; many volunteers have 
already attended either in-person immediately before the 
pandemic, or online during it. Thank you for your commitment 
to your parishes. 
 

MINISTRY ROTAS FOR THIS WEEK 

  Stewards Cleaning Team between Masses Writer of Bidding Prayers 

Saturday 27 March 
6.00 pm 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Helen Donald 

Sunday 28 March 
11.00 am 

Alan and Theresa Kerr, 
Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson 

Alan and Theresa Kerr, 
Daniel and Michael Ogbunabi 

Helen Donald 

Monday 29 March 
10.00 am 

Clare Power, Margaret McGrath, 
Michael McGrath, Roberta Murphy 

Clare Power, Margaret McGrath, 
Michael McGrath, Roberta Murphy 

 

Wednesday 31 March 
10.00 am 

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Power, 
Margaret McGrath, Clare Power 

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Power, 
Margaret McGrath, Clare Power 

 

Thursday 1 April 
7.00 pm 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Anne and Michael Timmons 

Will be cleaned on Friday Helena Rameckers 

Friday 2 April 
3.00 pm 

Margaret and Michael McGrath 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Margaret and Michael McGrath 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

 

Saturday 3 April 
8.30 pm 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman, 

Julia Rameckers 
Margaret McGrath 

Sunday 4 April 
11.00 am 

Dennis Graham, Margaret McGrath, 
Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy 

Margaret McGrath, 
Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy,  
Daniel and Michael Ogbunabi 

Margaret McGrath 

 



 

 

 

 


