


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69.  Donations: £4,188.20.  Building Fund: £330.  SCIAF: £733.40. Justice & Peace: £5. 
Holy Places: £95.  SVDP: £80.  Christmas: £30.  Missions: £95.  Flowers: £25. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish at this time and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 4th - SUNDAY 18th APRIL 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 

Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Saturday 3rd 8.30 pm ....... Easter Vigil (congregation, also livestreamed) ......................................... Rita McCaw (RIP) 
Sunday 4th 9.00 am ....... Mass of Easter Sunday (congregation, not livestreamed) ................... People of the parishes 
 11.00 am ..... Mass of Easter Sunday (congregation, also livestreamed)................... Lewis Orr (RIP) 
Monday 5th Mass not celebrated with a congregation today nor livestreamed 
Tuesday 6th 10.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Theresa Loudon (RIP) 
Wednesday 7th 10.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Terry McNally (RIP) 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in the hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 8th 6.00 pm ....... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Danny McCluskey (RIP) 
Friday 9th 10.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Peter Connolly (RIP) 
Saturday 10th 6.00 pm ....... Vigil Mass of Sunday (congregation, not livestreamed) ........................ Joseph Davidson (RIP) 
Sunday 11th 11.00 am ..... Mass (Divine Mercy) (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................... Hugh Gallacher (RIP) 
 3.00 pm ....... Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Confession (until 4.00 pm) 
Monday 12th 10.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Joseph Luddy (RIP) 
Tuesday 13th 10.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Robert Montgomery (RIP) 
Wednesday 14th 10.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Rita McCaw (RIP) 
 11.00 am ..... Food bank open in the hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 15th 6.00 pm ....... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... William Craigen (RIP) 
Friday 16th 10.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... James McMahon (RIP) 
Saturday 17th 6.00 pm ....... Vigil Mass of Sunday (congregation, not livestreamed) ........................ John Rooney (RIP) 
Sunday 18th 11.00 am ..... Mass (congregation, also livestreamed) ....................................................... Robert Ferguson (RIP) 
 

Changes to these arrangements, e.g. due to a Funeral Mass, will be notified by Facebook. 
  

 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 
  

THE SUNDAY NEWSLETTER 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy) 
Sunday 4th April 2021 

 



 

NEWSLETTER DOUBLE ISSUE: This is a double issue 
of the newsletter which will not be printed next weekend.  
Mass times and intentions for the fortnight are printed above.  
These may be subject to change should a funeral take place.  
The Sunday Message for the Second Sunday of Easter (Divine 
Mercy) is printed on the insert. 

BBC SCOTLAND TELEVISED MASS ON EASTER 
SUNDAY: Mass will be broadcast on Easter Sunday  at 12 
noon from St Mirin’s Cathedral, Paisley on BBC Scotland 
(Freeview and Youview 108, Sky 115, Freesat 106, Virgin 
Media 108). 

BOOKING FOR MASS AT ST JOSEPH’S: Although we 
can now worship in person, there is a limit to the number of 
people who can gather at each Mass because of physical 
distancing.  Masses at the weekend must be booked. 

Weekend Mass: Online booking is preferred.  You can book 
a place at Mass on the parish website at 
http://www.rckilmarnock.org.uk/st-josephs-mass-booking/.  
Booking for the following weekend opens the previous 
Sunday at 6 pm and closes on Wednesday at 12 noon. 

Telephone bookings for the following Sunday may be made by 
calling 01563 521832 on Wednesday between 11.00 am 
and 12 noon. 

Confirmation of a place at Mass will be given by email or 
telephone by Friday. 

Weekday Mass: There is no need to book a place for 
weekday Mass – just come along.  People may enter until 
capacity is reached.  However, our experience from last year 
was that weekday Mass capacity (when 50 people) was not 
exceeded, and this system worked well.  

It is hoped, all going well, that the capacity for Mass attendance 
will be raised towards the end of May. 

Livestream of Mass: Masses will continue to be 
livestreamed as indicated in the newsletter to foster 
participation of those who cannot attend in person.  The 
YouTube channel is “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock”. 

SAFETY MEASURES AT WORSHIP: A record of 
attendance with name, contact details and time in church.  It 
will be kept securely for three weeks and then destroyed. 

After each gathering, the church will be cleaned and 
disinfected. 

Please observe the following safety measures. 

 Don’t enter the church if you have symptoms of Covid-
19.  If you are sick, have a cold, flu or fever, you must 
stay at home. 

 Keep 2 metres away from other households while 
waiting to enter the church. 

 Ensure you sanitise your hands on entry to and exit from 
the church. 

 A mask or other face-covering must be worn.  The 
church will not provide these so please bring your own. 

 Stay 2 metres away from other household groups. 
 There will be a one-way system: entry is through the 

double main doors and exit through the small side door 
close to the altar. 

 Gatherings outside the church should be avoided. 
 Mass will be shorter and some non-essential prayers will 

be omitted to keep the gathering time limited. 

There will be no congregational singing, offertory procession 
or handshake of peace. 

HOLY WATER AT THE EASTER VIGIL: There is a 
Blessing of Water at the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses.  

Those who attend the Easter weekend Masses may wish to 
bring a bottle filled with water for blessing.  It can be used at 
home to bless oneself as we would do in church.  Perhaps this 
will encourage the traditional Catholic practice of having a 
small holy water stoup near the entrance to the home to bless 
oneself on entering and leaving. 

EASTER MESSAGE FROM BISHOP 
NOLAN: The celebration of Easter is a 
celebration of hope, a celebration of light 
conquering darkness, a celebration of life 
triumphing over death, a celebration of the 
grace of God overcoming human frailty and sin. 

This year in particular at Easter we have the 
hope that the lockdown is coming to an end, that the vaccine 
is defeating the virus, and that the fear of being infected by 
Covid is now fading away. 

Our lives have all been affected by the experiences of this past 
year. As we emerge from lockdown, we recognise that we 
have been changed by the isolation from our families and 
friends, by the death of loved ones and the inability to mourn 
them properly, and by the financial uncertainty of perhaps 
losing our job or our source of income.  

Apart from covid, of course, there may be other problems we 
face in life. We just remembered in Holy Week the sufferings 
of Jesus as he carried his cross. We too have our cross to 
carry, we too suffer our Calvary. But Jesus, who suffered and 
died, rose to new life. There is hope even in time of suffering 
and trial, there is hope even in death. The resurrection Jesus 
gives us that hope. Just as light overcomes darkness so also 
the grace of God overcomes all human frailty, failure and sin. 
No matter what troubles we face in life may our celebration 
of Easter give us hope. 

+William Nolan, Bishop of Galloway 

EASTER MESSAGE FROM FATHER McGRATTAN: 
Last Easter Sunday, preaching in an empty church to the 
livestream camera, I suggested that we would spend most of 
Eastertide 2020 under Covid-19 restrictions until we could 
overcome the virus which brought havoc to our lives.  I 
encouraged you to do this as ‘an Easter people’ who believe 
that sacrifice is temporary and leads us beyond the Cross.  The 
Cross is the gateway to victory, and the gateway itself is 
Christ’s perfect love. 

Back then, few of us anticipated the restrictions under which 
we would live one full year later.  Nevertheless, this time has 
been lived by ‘Easter people’ with love, fortitude and patience.  
That is not to deny there have been low moments of isolation, 
loneliness, mourning, unemployment and financial hardship, 
depression, trauma and tears.  A response to the darkness of 
the last year, seen time and time again, is belief that we are 
not alone: we are all – everyone – in the same boat, and in the 
heart of the storm the Lord is at our side. 

Sacrifice which purifies love has been shown by those we 
know as key workers in the caring and other professions 
which keep available the essential resources our society 
needs.  The sacrificial compassion of our Health Service and 
care workers deserves special recognition.  We pray for all 
who care. 

We pray for those who have died this year and those who 
grieve their loss.  While it is always difficult to lose a loved 
one, there has been an added burden this last year. 

As we celebrate Easter, we remember that God’s power lies 
at a deeper level, at the ultimate base of things, and it will, in 
the end, gently have the final say.  The Cross and Calvary are 
never the end of the story – Easter will always come. 



 

THANK YOU: Thank you to all the parish stewards who 
have worked tirelessly during the pandemic to keep the 
church clean and sterile and to assist parishioners to worship 
safely.  Thank you to everyone who works behind the scenes 
to make the church beautiful and to fulfil all the ministries 
which help us to pray these special days with solemnity, dignity 
and emotion.  For all your generous efforts the parish is truly 
grateful. 

WEEKLY DONATION ENVELOPES: The donation 
envelopes for 2021-22 are now available.  Some will be 
distributed at the end of Mass as people leave.  Others will be 
delivered by hand to parishioners’ houses by volunteers. 

Many parishioners have set up standing orders during the 
pandemic.  For this reason, the regular weekly envelope is not 
included in your pack: instead only the envelopes for special 
collections are included.  For those who donate by giftaid, the 
envelope allows the giftaid return to be made. 

There is, of course, no expectation of those paying by standing 
order to donate when the collection bag (eventually) comes 
round again! 

During the restrictions, weekly donations can be placed in the 
donation boxes at the entrance and exit of the church. 

Thank you again for your ongoing support. 

LIVESTREAMING: Masses are being livestreamed to foster 
participation of those who cannot attend in person.  The 
cameras will focus on the altar.  Sometimes the back of 
people’s heads will appear, especially of those seated at the 
front of the church.  At communion and on exit the camera 
will not focus on those coming forward.  If you are attending 
Mass in person and do not wish to be filmed in the livestream 
please contact Fr Stephen and an arrangement will be made. 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING FOR PARISH 
VOLUNTEERS: Looking ahead to when we may be able to 
resume normal worship and return to parish ministries, it will 
be necessary for all parish volunteers to complete their 
second Safeguarding Induction Training session, if they require 
a PVG to carry out their ministries. The diocesan trainers 
strongly recommend that as many volunteers as possible 
attend this training session online, from the comfort and safety 
of their own homes, during this current lockdown. To book a 
place in an online session at a convenient time for you, please 
visit www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/safeguarding-calendar, 
which will be regularly updated with available dates and times. 
If you are unsure whether you need to attend, please contact 
your Parish Safeguarding Coordinator; many volunteers have 
already attended either in-person immediately before the 
pandemic, or online during it. Thank you for your commitment 
to your parishes. 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Divine Mercy Sunday is 
celebrated on the Second Sunday of Easter.  It is based on the 
private revelations of St Faustina Kowalska, which 
recommended a particular devotion to the Divine Mercy.  It 
also has links to the Bible and the readings of this day.  The 
Divine Mercy image depicts Jesus at the moment he appears 
to the disciples in the Upper Room, after the Resurrection, 
when he empowers them to forgive or retain sins. 

This moment is recorded in John 20:19-31, which is the 
Gospel reading for this Sunday in all three yearly Sunday 
liturgical cycles (A, B, and C). 

On Sunday 11th April, from 3 pm until 4 pm, there will 
be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in St Joseph’s 
church.  Fr Stephen will be available for individual confessions 
during this time.  There is no need to book this time of prayer. 

 

MINISTRY ROTAS FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT WEEK 

  Stewards Cleaning Team between Masses Writer of Bidding Prayers 

Saturday 3 April 
8.30 pm 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman, 

Anne and Michael Timmons 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman, 

Julia Rameckers 
Margaret McGrath 

Sunday 4 April 
9.00 am 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Dennis Graham, Clare Power 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Dennis Graham, Clare Power, 

Margaret McGrath 
Margaret McGrath 

Sunday 4 April 
11.00 am 

Church: Alan and Theresa Kerr, 
Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy 

Hall: Dennis Graham, Michael McGrath 

Church: Alan and Theresa Kerr, 
Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy, 
Daniel and Michael Ogbunabi 

Hall: Dennis Graham, Michael McGrath 

Margaret McGrath 

Tuesday 6 April 
10.00 am 

Helena Rameckers, Margaret McGrath, 
Alan and Theresa Kerr 

Helena Rameckers, Margaret McGrath, 
Alan and Theresa Kerr 

 

Wednesday 7 April 
10.00 am 

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Power, 
Margaret McGrath, Clare Power 

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Power, 
Margaret McGrath, Clare Power 

 

Thursday 8 April 
6.00 pm 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Anne and Michael Timmons 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Anne and Michael Timmons 

Margaret McGrath 
 

Friday 9 April 
10.00 am 

Margaret and Michael McGrath 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Margaret and Michael McGrath 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

 

Saturday 10 April 
6.00 pm 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny Gorman, Michael McGrath 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman, 

Julia Rameckers 
Hugh Matthews 

Sunday 11 April 
11.00 am 

Alan and Theresa Kerr 
Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson 

Alan and Theresa Kerr 
Daniel and Michael Ogbunabi 

Hugh Matthews 

 
 
 

  



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


