


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69.  Other donations: to be confirmed.  Organ Restoration Fund: £1,000. 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 16th - SUNDAY 23th MAY 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 

Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Saturday 15th 5.30-5.45 pm ....... Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) in the sacristy 
 6.00 pm ................ Vigil Mass (not livestreamed) ............................................. Alex McDaid (RIP) 
Sunday 16th 11.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Mary Dunese (RIP) 
Monday 17th 10.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... King family (RIP) 
Tuesday 18th 10.00 am .............. Mass (not livestreamed) ........................................................ Special Intention 
Wednesday 19th 10.00 am .............. Rosary 
 No Mass available in St Joseph’s today 
 11.00 am .............. Food bank open in the hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 20th 6.00 pm ................ Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Jim Smith (Ann) 
Friday 21st 10.00 am .............. Mass (not livestreamed) ........................................................ Elizabeth O’Callaghan (RIP) 
Saturday 22nd 6.00 pm ................ Vigil Mass (not livestreamed) ............................................. Eddie Doherty (RIP) 
Sunday 23rd 11.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Gary Watts (RIP) 
  

 

FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION: In preparation 
for the children receiving First Holy Communion in June, the 
first of three special Masses and times of reflection will take 
place on Saturday 15th May at 11 am in the church.  We will 
finish by 12 noon.  This is for the children and one or both 
parents only and Mass is not open to the wider congregation.  
Attendance is important on these Saturdays 15th, 22nd and 
29th May.  Thank you. 

RETURNING TO MASS IN PERSON:  What will be the 
pace of our emerging from this pandemic remains as yet 
unclear. What is clear is the challenge we face of bringing our 
communities and the practice of the faith to a still greater 
expression and strength. 

Being able to pray Mass by livestream has, for many, been the 
best possible option when public worship was suspended.  
This is not, however, the same as gathering in person to 
celebrate what Jesus asked us to do in memory of him and to 
receive him in the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

There are valid reasons why some people are still wary about 
returning to Mass in person and gathering in an enclosed 
space.  However, if a person has just got out of the habit of 
attending, now may be the time to make an effort to return 
to Mass. Here are some reflections on the meaning of the 
Eucharist. 

It is the Eucharist, the celebration of the Mass, that makes the 
Church; and it is the Church, in the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
which makes the Eucharist. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is 
the lifeblood of the Church. It requires our active participation 
and, to be fully celebrated, our physical presence. 

At this moment, then, we need to have in our sights the need 
to restore to its rightful centrality in our lives the Sunday Mass, 
encouraging each to take his or her place once again in the 
assembly of our brothers and sisters. We face the task of 
seeking to nurture the sense of Sunday as “a weekly gift from 
God to his people”, and something we cannot do without; to 
see Sunday as the soul of the week, as giving light and meaning 
to all the responsibilities we live out each day; to see the 
Sunday Eucharist as food for the unique mission with which 
we have been endowed. 

In the time to come we can do no better than to rekindle in 
our hearts, foster and encourage, a yearning for the Real 
Presence of the Lord and the practice of prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament, a gift so deeply appreciated in these times 
of lockdown. We need to begin by fostering this in ourselves. 
For the Eucharist should be the cause of our deepest joy, our 
highest manner of offering thanks to God and for seeking his 
mercy and love. We need to make it the foundation stone of 
our lives. 

Communion can be brought to the homes of those who are 
unable to attend Mass in person for reasons of health.  Please 
contact Fr Stephen if you wish to receive communion.
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BOOKING FOR MASS AT ST JOSEPH’S. Weekend 
Mass: Online booking is preferred.  You can book a place at 
Mass on the parish website at 
http://www.rckilmarnock.org.uk/st-josephs-mass-booking/.  
Booking for the following weekend opens the previous 
Sunday at 6 pm and closes on Wednesday at 12 noon. 

Telephone bookings for the following Sunday may be made by 
calling 01563 521832 on Wednesday between 11.00 am 
and 12 noon. 

Confirmation of a place at Mass will be given by email or 
telephone by Friday. 

Weekday Mass: There is no need to book a place for 
weekday Mass – just come along. 

COMMUNICATIONS SUNDAY: There will be a special 
collection today for the work of Communications in the 
church in Scotland.  You may use the weekly envelope of leave 
a donation in the separate box as you leave.  Thank you.  

A NEW CHALICE FOR THE 
PARISH: The chalice which 
belonged to the late Fr Martin 
McCluskey was recently 
rediscovered in St Margaret’s 
Cathedral house, and was offered 
to the McCluskey family here in St 
Joseph’s.  It was their wish that the 
chalice be held at St Joseph’s to be 
used for the solemn purpose for 
which it was created, and in the 
church which had nurtured his 
vocation and in which he was 
ordained.  There follows an 
extract from the Glasgow Observer which reported on Fr 
McCluskey’s ordination on 29 June 1959. 

Fr McCluskey Ordained at Kilmarnock.  Twenty-four years ago a 
son of Mr and Mrs Patrick McCluskey, of Hill Street, Kilmarnock, 
was baptised in the parish church of St Joseph.  Seven years later, 
he made his first Holy Communion in the same church and was 
subsequently confirmed there.  On Monday of this week he came 
back to St Joseph’s to be raised to the sacred priesthood by Bishop 

McGee.  Fr Martin McCluskey, as he now becomes, is the first 
native of the town to be ordained in St Joseph’s Church.  He was 
educated at St Joseph’s Senior Secondary School, Kilmarnock, until 
he was 18, when he left for France to study for the priesthood in 
the seminary of St Sulpice.  At the ordination, Bishop McGee was 
assisted by the parish priest of St Joseph’s, Fr Littleton, and by Fr 
McLaughlin.  Another curate of the parish, Fr McGread, assisted 
the ordained.  Master of Ceremonies was Fr Walker, parish priest 
of Irvine, and the parish choir was augmented by members of the 
Passionist community at Dalkeith.  The ordinand’s brother, Hugh, 
was at the organ.  In the afternoon, a reception was held in the 
Ossington Hotel, Kilmarnock, and on Tuesday morning – once again 
in St Joseph’s Church – Fr McCluskey offered his first Mass and 
gave his blessing to the people. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: The Sacrament 
of Reconciliation (Confession) is available before the Vigil Mass 
in the sacristy from 5.30 pm until 5.45 pm. 

FLOORING IN THE PORCH: The flooring will be fitted 
in the porch and gallery on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday this 
week.  Mass on Tuesday and Friday will be in the church hall, 
and these Masses will not be livestreamed. 

SEATING: The cap of 50 of a congregation has been lifted 
and seating slightly rearranged to increase the capacity in the 
church while observing 2 metre physical distance between 
households.  In the centre pews you are asked to sit where 
the green tick indicates – either tight at the aisle edge or tight 
at the centre edge.  In the side pews, please sit as close to the 
wall as permits leaving a space next to the aisle where possible. 

FOOD PARCELS: Thank you to everyone who has donated 
food parcels over the last few weeks.  We now have adequate 
stock for a while, so more bags are not required at this time. 

CUBS, SCOUTS AND BEAVERS: After a long break due 
to Covid restrictions, the Ayrshire 91st is pleased to announce 
that, weather permitting, Cubs resumes on Wednesdays from 
7 and 8 pm, and Beavers resumes on Thursdays from 6 to 7 
pm.  Whatever the weather, Scouts resumes on Thursdays 
between 7.15 and 8.15 pm.  All sessions will be outdoors in 
the church grounds. 

 
 

 

MINISTRY ROTAS FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT WEEK 

  Stewards Cleaning Team between Masses Writer of Bidding Prayers 

Saturday 15 May 
6.00 pm 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman, 

Julia Rameckers 
Helen Donald 

Sunday 16 May 
11.00 am 

Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy, 
Dennis Graham, Michael McGrath 

Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy, 
Daniel and Michael Ogbunubi 

Helen Donald 

Monday 17 May 
10.00 am 

Anne Gorman, Roberta Murphy, 
Michael McGrath 

Anne Gorman, Roberta Murphy, 
Michael McGrath 

 

Tuesday 18 May 
10.00 am 

Helena Rameckers, 
Theresa Kerr, Michael McGrath 

Helena Rameckers, 
Theresa Kerr, Michael McGrath 

 

Wednesday 19 May 
10.00 am Rosary 

Eileen Cunningham, 
Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson 

Eileen Cunningham, 
Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson 

 

Thursday 20 May 
6.00 pm 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Anne and Michael Timmons 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Anne and Michael Timmons 

 

Friday 21 May 
10.00 am 

Roberta Murphy, Michael McGrath 
Eileen Cunningham 

Roberta Murphy, Michael McGrath 
Eileen Cunningham 

 

Saturday 22 May 
6.00 pm 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman, 

Julia Rameckers 
Helena Rameckers 

Sunday 23 May 
11.00 am 

Alan and Theresa Kerr 
Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson  

Alan and Theresa Kerr, 
Daniel and Michael Ogbunubi 

Helena Rameckers 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


