


 

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice. 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain. 
 

Standing orders: £795.69.  Weekly collection: (9 & 16 May) £1,857.13.  Communications: £394.80.  Building Fund: £123. 
SVDP: £10.  Apostolate of Life: £5.  Holy Places: £5.  Student Fund: £50.  SCIAF: £70. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish and to all who have set up standing orders. 
 

 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 23rd - SUNDAY 30th MAY 2021 
  

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube 
channel and are offered for the following intentions. 
 

Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Saturday 22nd 5.30-5.45 pm ....... Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) in the sacristy 
 6.00 pm ................ Vigil Mass (not livestreamed) ............................................. Eddie Doherty (RIP) 
Sunday 23rd 11.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Gary Watts (RIP) 
Monday 24th 10.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Margaret McKinstery (Ann) 
Tuesday 25th 10.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Milton Baird (RIP) 
 After Mass ........... Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10.45 am 
Wednesday 26th 10.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Peter Flanagan (Spec Int) 
 After Mass ........... Rosary (also livestreamed) 
 11.00 am .............. Food bank open in the hall (until 12 noon) 
Thursday 27th 6.00 pm ................ Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... John Millar (RIP) 
Friday 28th 10.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Colm Sexton (RIP) 
Saturday 29th 6.00 pm ................ Vigil Mass (not livestreamed) ............................................. Paul Gilius (RIP) 
Sunday 30th 11.00 am .............. Mass (also livestreamed) ....................................................... Kevin McCudden (RIP) 
  

 

FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION: In preparation 
for the children receiving First Holy Communion in June, the 
second of three special Masses and times of reflection will take 
place on Saturday 23rd May at 11 am in the church.  We will 
finish by 12 noon.  This is for the children and one or both 
parents only and Mass is not open to the wider congregation.  
Attendance is important on these Saturdays.  Thank you. 

RETURNING TO MASS IN PERSON:  What will be the 
pace of our emerging from this pandemic remains as yet 
unclear. What is clear is the challenge we face of bringing our 
communities and the practice of the faith to a still greater 
expression and strength. 

Being able to pray Mass by livestream has, for many, been the 
best possible option when public worship was suspended.  
This is not, however, the same as gathering in person to 
celebrate what Jesus asked us to do in memory of him and to 
receive him in the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

There are valid reasons why some people are still wary about 
returning to Mass in person and gathering in an enclosed 
space.  However, if a person has just got out of the habit of 
attending, now may be the time to make an effort to return 
to Mass. 

Communion can be brought to the homes of those who are 
unable to attend Mass in person for reasons of health.  Please 
contact Fr Stephen if you wish to receive communion. 

BOOKING FOR MASS AT ST JOSEPH’S. Weekend 
Mass: Online booking is preferred.  You can book a place at 
Mass on the parish website at 
http://www.rckilmarnock.org.uk/st-josephs-mass-booking/.  
Booking for the following weekend opens the previous 
Sunday at 6 pm and closes on Wednesday at 12 noon. 

Telephone bookings for the following Sunday may be made by 
calling 01563 521832 on Wednesday between 11.00 am 
and 12 noon.  Confirmation of a place at Mass will be given 
by email or telephone by Friday. 

Weekday Mass: There is no need to book a place for 
weekday Mass – just come along. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSIONER: The diocesan 
representative on the Scottish Justice and Peace Commission 
has retired.  The Commission members meet four times a 
year, on a Saturday from 11.00 am until 3.00 pm in Glasgow, 
although meetings just now are taking place online.  The 
members set the priorities of the Justice and Peace 
Commission and also exchange updates of what is happening 
in each diocese.  
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Ideally each diocese should have a Commissioner and an 
Alternate Commissioner who can substitute for the 
Commissioner when required. 

If you are interested in these voluntary posts, please let Fr 
Stephen know.  Justice and Peace is concerned about poverty, 
peacebuilding, refugees, environment and other issues. 

FOOD PARCELS: Thank you to everyone who has donated 
food parcels over the last few weeks.  We now have adequate 
stock for a while, so more bags are not required at this time. 

APOSTOLATE OF LIFE: There will be a special collection 
next weekend for the Apostolate of Life which supports the 
Scottish Church’s work of championing the dignity of life from 
conception until natural death. 

CARE OF CREATION OFFICE: Scotland’s Catholic 
Bishops have announced their intention to set up a “Care of 
Creation Office” ahead of the COP26 meeting in Glasgow 
later this year. Commenting on the decision, Bishop William 
Nolan, the Bishop of Galloway and President of the National 
Justice & Peace Commission said: “On Pentecost Sunday (23 
May 2021) we mark the 6th anniversary of Laudato Si, Pope 
Francis’ encyclical letter on care for our common home. It 
reminds all Catholics of their responsibilities towards one 
another and the world we live. Inspired by the Pope’s letter 
and in preparation for the COP26 conference taking place in 
Glasgow in November, the Bishops’ Conference has decided 
to set-up a “Care of Creation Office” this year.” 

Bishop Nolan added: “The Office’s aim will be to give practical 
advice and guidance: helping dioceses and parishes assess their 
carbon footprint and discern how to work towards carbon 
neutrality, it will be headed by Fr Gerard Maguiness the 
General Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference.  God has 
honoured us by giving humanity the task of being a co-
operator in the work of creation we hope our lives enhance 
and build-up that creation and pray that the meeting of world 
leaders in Glasgow later this year bear fruit for our planet.” 

A Pastoral letter from Scotland’s Bishops has been distributed 
to all parishes for Pentecost Sunday (23 May 2021) on the 
theme of caring for creation. The letter marks the Sixth 
Anniversary of Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter on the 
environment, Laudato Si’ and draws attention to the Christian 
message, that “we are all part of one human family and that 

we share a common home, means that our earth’s resources 
must be shared and used for the benefit of all”. 

The pastoral letter is included in this week’s newsletter. Read 
more at: www.scmo.org.uk. 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER DELIVERY BY POST: Since 
March 2020, the weekly newsletter has been posted to those 
who haven’t the resources to view it online.  Now that public 
worship has been restored, anyone who regularly attends 
weekend Mass and can take away a paper copy of the 
newsletter is asked to contact Fr Stephen if they feel they can 
be removed from the postal mailing list.  Similarly, if you view 
the newsletter online and don’t need a copy posted to you, 
please let Fr Stephen know. 

The posted newsletter has been successful in maintaining 
community contact during the pandemic.  For this reason, we 
gladly continue to make this provision for those who do not 
have internet access. 

CHURCH PORCH: Now that essential structural work in 
the church porch is complete, the flooring at the main 
entrance and in the organ gallery has been fitted.  Finishing 
detail will be put in place.  A glass partition between the porch 
and church and the reinstatement of the original front doors 
are also works underway.  Below is a photograph of progress. 

 
 

MINISTRY ROTAS FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT WEEK 

  Stewards Cleaning Team between Masses Writer of Bidding Prayers 

Saturday 22 May 
6.00 pm 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Helena Rameckers 

Sunday 23 May 
11.00 am 

Emma Wood, Dennis Graham, 
Alan and Theresa Kerr, 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson 

Emma Wood, Dennis Graham, 
Alan and Theresa Kerr, 

Daniel, Michael and Marilyn Ogbunubi 
Helena Rameckers 

Monday 24 May 
10.00 am 

Clare Power, Roberta Murphy, 
Margaret and Michael McGrath 

Clare Power, Roberta Murphy, 
Margaret and Michael McGrath 

 

Tuesday 25 May 
10.00 am 

Helena Rameckers, Margaret McGrath, 
Alan and Theresa Kerr 

Helena Rameckers, Margaret McGrath, 
Alan and Theresa Kerr 

 

Wednesday 26 May 
10.00 am 

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Power, 
Margaret McGrath, Clare Power 

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Power, 
Margaret McGrath, Clare Power 

 

Thursday 27 May 
6.00 pm 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Anne and Michael Timmons 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, 
Anne and Michael Timmons 

Margaret McGrath 
 

Friday 28 May 
10.00 am 

Margaret and Michael McGrath 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Margaret and Michael McGrath 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

 

Saturday 29 May 
6.00 pm 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, 
Danny and Anne Gorman 

Margaret McGrath 

Sunday 30 May 
11.00 am 

Emma Wood, Dennis Graham, 
Alan and Theresa Kerr, 

Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson 

Emma Wood, Dennis Graham, 
Alan and Theresa Kerr, 

Daniel, Michael and Marilyn Ogbunubi 
Margaret McGrath 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of Scotland  

on the Sixth Anniversary of Laudato Si’ 

Pentecost 2021 

 

God saw all that he had made and indeed it was very good.1 

God’s creation is a great gift to all humanity, and humanity itself is an integral part of that creation. 
We are blessed by having the earth for our common home. It is a place of great beauty, teeming with 
life of all kinds, a world full of wonderful resources which enable us not only to live but to enhance 
our way of life. In nature, God’s glory is revealed for all to see.2 St Francis of Assisi was prominent 
among the saints in giving praise to God for the wonder of creation.3 

We have been entrusted by God with the care of the earth,4 but sadly we have not just used the earth 
we have abused it. We are destroying the seas, polluting the atmosphere and consuming the abundant 
but limited resources of this world while neglecting the needs of our poor brothers and sisters and 
showing no concern for tomorrow. 

The earth, our common home, is given to all of humanity and its resources are not just for us to use 
now but to be preserved and passed on to future generations.5 

As Christians we thank God for gift of creation, but, because we have taken that gift for granted, when 
we look at creation as it is now we are conscious of the failings of humanity; we are conscious of the 
need for what the gospel calls “metanoia”,6 not just sorrow for the abuse of creation, not just a change 
of heart, but a change of life and how we live our lives.7 

A very solid scientific consensus8 tells us that human activity has brought the earth to a crisis point 
and that action is needed that is both urgent and deep rooted, particularly due to CO2 emissions. 
Governments have a responsibility to work together, and with haste, to reduce emissions to a safe 
level. Governments also need to be concerned about adopting an economic model that no longer 
embraces consumption and waste, nor neglects the welfare of poorer nations. 

But this is not just an issue that we can leave to government to deal with. The COVID pandemic 
required us to undergo a complete change in our way of life in order to defeat the virus. Likewise a 
radical and sustained change in our lifestyle is required if the abuse of our planet is to stop and the 
damage be reversed. 

 
1 Genesis 1: 31: “God saw all that he had made and indeed it was very good” 
2 Ps 19: 1: “The heavens proclaim the glory of God” 
Ps 148: 5: “Let them praise the name of the Lord”  
Wisdom 1: 7: “The spirit of the Lord, indeed, fills the whole world” 
Romans 1: 20 “Ever since God created the world his everlasting power and deity – however invisible – have been 
there for the mind to see in the things he has made” 
3 St Francis of Assisi, Canticle of Creation: “Praised be, my Lord, for all your creation”. 
4 Genesis 2: 15: “To cultivate and take care of it” 
5 Pope Francis: Laudato Si’, 159. “The world we have received also belongs to those who follow us.” 
6 Matthew 3: 8 
7 Pope John Paul II, Message for World Day of Peace 1990, 13: “Modern society will find no solution to the 
ecological problem unless it takes a serious look at its life style”. 
8 Pope Francis: Laudato Si’, 23 



The environmental crisis raises questions about how we live, how we work, how we holiday, how we 
travel, how the goods we purchase are manufactured and transported to us. 

This is an issue of both environmental and social justice.9 It is not only that we must stop polluting the 
atmosphere, we need to recognise the right of all humanity to the world’s resources.10 The Christian 
message, that we are all part of one human family and that we share a common home, means that 
our earth’s resources must be shared and used for the benefit of all and are not to be claimed as the 
exclusive property of any people or nation in whose territory these resources happen to be located.11 

Not just as individuals but also as a Church we must discern what changes we have to make to the way 
of life we have taken for granted but which we now recognise to be unsustainable. 

The dioceses of Scotland are in the process of divesting from fossil fuel investments. The Bishops’ 
Conference is aiming for carbon neutrality for its agencies, as are the dioceses in as sustainable and 
timely a way as possible. 

We applaud the Catholic schools who have signed up to be Laudato Si’ Schools and we encourage our 
parishes to join the Eco-Congregation initiative and to examine what practical measures can be 
undertaken at a local level. 

All these efforts are a start, but much more is required if we are to undo the harm caused by 
generations of neglect and abuse. Scientists tell us that time is limited. All of us must, therefore, work 
with a sense of urgency to discern what needs to be done and to make the changes required. 

God has honoured us by giving humanity the task of being a co-operator in the work of creation.12 In 
recent years we have seen in our brothers and sisters throughout the world a growing determination 
to change the destructive practices of the past. This gives us hope. Like the Creator we look at what 
God has created and see that it is very good. A sense of gratitude compels us to ensure that human 
activity enhances and builds up that creation. 

That same gratitude prompts us to pray: 

We praise you, Lord our God, for the gift of life. 
We praise you, for the beauty and diversity of created things. 
We praise you, for the rich resources of the earth and seas. 
We praise you, for entrusting to humanity the care of our common home. 
We praise you, for the opportunity to change our wasteful ways. 
We praise you, for your boundless compassion and forgiveness. 
We praise you, Lord our God, by our actions, in responding to the cry of the earth and the cry of the 
poor. 
We praise you, Lord our God, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen 
 

 
9 Pope Francis: Laudato Si’, 139. “We are faced not with two separate crises, one environmental and the other 
social, but rather with one complex crisis which is both social and environmental.” 
10 Gaudium et Spes, 69: “God intended the earth with everything contained in it for the use of all human 
beings and peoples”. 
Pope Francis: Laudato Si’, 95. “The natural environment is a collective good, the patrimony of all humanity and 
the responsibility of everyone. If we make something our own, it is only to administer it for the good of all.” 
11 Pope Francis: Fratelli Tutti, 124. “Nowadays, a firm belief in the common destination of the earth’s goods 
requires that this principle also be applied to nations, their territories and their resources.” 
12 Pope John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, 37: “[humanity’s] role as a co-operator with God in the work of 
creation”. 
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