Sunday 13th June 2021

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary TIme

The Parable of the Growing Seed
Mark 4:26-34

Jesus went on to say, “The Kingdom of God is like this. A man scatters seed in his

field. He sleeps at night, is up and about during the day, and all the while the

seeds are sprouting and growing. Yet he does not know how it happens. The soil

itself makes the plants grow and bear fruit; first the tender stalk appears, then

the ear, and finally the ear full of corn. When the corn is ripe, the man starts

cutting it with his sickle, because harvest time has come.

“What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?” asked Jesus. “What parable shall

we use to explain it? It is like this. A man takes a mustard seed, the smallest

seed in the world, and plants it in the ground. After a while it grows up and

becomes the biggest of all plants. It puts out such large branches that the birds

come and make their nests in its shade.”

Jesus preached his message to the people, using many other parables like

these; he told them as much as they could understand. He would not speak to

them without using parables, but when he was alone with his disciples, he would

explain everything to them.

In today’s Gospel, we hear about a tiny little seed. But when it is

planted it grows into a big plant with branches big enough for all the

birds to come and sit in. Jesus is trying to show what God’s Kingdom is

like. It’s not easy to describe, so instead he tells stories so that we can

try to imagine it.

Questions

Can you think of
1. What do you think Jesus is trying

any other

to tell us?
2.

What does Jesus ask the

parables?

disciples to do?
3. Can you think of any examples of
small things that you have done
that have made a big difference
to other people?
4.

What will you do this week to
make a difference to other
people?

Prayer
Dear God,
You show us that the
littlest actions can have huge
results, and that the smallest of
people can do great things.
Inspire us
to play
our part
in making
the world
a fairer
place for
everyone.
Amen.

