
 

Hall bookings: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: In emergencies ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain.  For regular visiting: 
Crosshouse Hospital: Fr Stephen McGrattan (crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 01563 521832) 

Ayr Hospital: Deacon Robert Mackie (ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 07703 751403) 
 
 

Standing orders: £731.08.  Weekly collection: £1,042.57.  Christmas Collection: £95 
Building Fund: £15.  Justice & Peace: £40.  Crib: £31.10. Sponsor a pipe: £180. Organ fund: £52  

 

Organ Restoration Fund total to date: £102,497.79 
 

 
 

   £70,000 £80,000 £90,000 £100,000 £110,000 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish and the Organ Restoration Project. 
 

 
 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock   ●   Twitter: @RCStJosephs 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 16th – SUNDAY 23rd JANUARY 2022 
  

Please visit “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube channel for Masses which are livestreamed. 
 

Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Saturday 15th 6.00 pm ................ Vigil Mass 
Sunday 16th 11.00 am .............. Mass 
Monday 17th 10.00 am .............. Requiem Mass for Andrew Carten, RIP ................................ Andrew Carten (RIP) 
Tuesday 18th No Mass in St Joseph’s today 
 (10.00 am ............. Mass in Our Lady of Mount Carmel) 
Wednesday 19th No Mass or Rosary in St Joseph’s today  
Thursday 20th 6.00 pm ................ Mass ........................................................................................................ Neil Cunningham (RIP) 
Friday 21st 10.00 am .............. Mass ........................................................................................................ Jim McCormick (Ann) 
Saturday 22nd 6.00 pm ................ Vigil Mass  ............................................................................................ Grace McDaid (RIP) 
Sunday 23rd 11.00 am .............. Mass ........................................................................................................ Catherine Colman (Ann) 
 

The church is open from Monday to Friday from 10 am until 4 pm for prayer.  Entrance through side door. 

Should you urgently need the service of a priest between 12th and 19th January, 
please contact Fr Martin Chambers on 01563 533587. 

  

 

WELCOME to Fr Martin Chambers and Fr Gabriel Onoyima 
who will celebrate the weekend Masses. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: The 
week of the 18th to the 25th of January is dedicated specifically 
to this – to ask God for the gift of unity to overcome the scandal 
of division among believers in Jesus. After the Last Supper, he 
prayed for his own, “that they may all be one”. This was his 
prayer before the Passion; we could call it his spiritual 
testament…Unity can be achieved only as a fruit of prayer. 
Diplomatic efforts and academic dialogue are not enough. Jesus 
knew this and opened the way for us by praying.  Our prayer 
for unity is thus a humble but trusting participation in the prayer 
of the Lord, who promised that any prayer said in his name 
would be heard by the Father. 

At this point, we can ask ourselves: “Do I pray for unity?”. It is 
Jesus’ will but, if we inspect the intentions for which we pray, 
we will probably realise that we have prayed little, perhaps 
never, for Christian unity. And yet, the world’s faith depends on 
it; in fact, the Lord asked for unity among us “so that the world 
might believe”... Therefore, may prayer be the starting point to 
help Jesus achieve his dream: that they all may be one. 

Pope Francis 

PAINTING OF THE CHURCH: The interior side walls of 
the church are scheduled to be painted from 24th – 28th 
January.  It is hoped that the work will be completed between 
Monday and Friday.  The church building will be closed during 
that week and daily Mass will be celebrated in the hall. 
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Should any funerals have to take place during these dates, they 
can take place in Our Lady of Mount Carmel or St Matthew’s 
churches. 

ORGAN RESTORATION FUND: While the tremendous 
fundraising target for the restoration of the pipe organ has been 
achieved, the opportunity to sponsor a pipe will remain open in 
the meantime, and any further funds will be set aside for any 
additional costs associated with the restoration and 
maintenance of the instrument.  Thank you for the generosity of 
individuals and funding groups. 

YOUNG READERS:  If there are any young people who 
would like to be readers in the Youth Mass on the 23rd January, 
please email Fr Stephen.  

SYNOD TOPIC TEN – FORMING OURSELVES IN 
SYNODALITY: Synodality, that is journeying together, 
involves ongoing learning, and being open to change. What do we 
need to help us to be more capable of 'walking together', listening to 
one another, participating in mission, and engaging in dialogue? What 
training do lay leaders need to ensure they exercise their authority in 
a synodal way - i.e. that every member of the community is welcomed, 
respected and listened to? Fr. Stephen Latham has created a short 
video reflection, which is available on the diocesan 
webpage gallowaydiocese.org.uk/synod-news, and 
at   https://youtu.be/NLWin4xIOSg to help you consider these 
questions. The diocesan team will be pleased to receive all 
feedback on these questions at synod@gallowaydiocese.org.uk, 
which will also be addressed during parish synod encounters in 
the coming weeks. 

Next week: Summary of Synod responses so far 

SYNOD ENCOUNTER FOR ST JOSEPH’S PARISH: As 
detailed in the newsletter over the past weeks, the entire 
Catholic Church is in the midst of a Synod.  Pope Francis invites 
all baptised people to take part in synodal encounters in the 
weeks and months ahead.  After a delay resulting from the 
Omicron variant, you are invited to join in the first of these 
encounters in our parish on Monday, 28th February at 7.00 
pm in St Joseph’s hall.  Please bring a pen and either a post-it 
pad or a small notebook with you, and be prepared to spend 
around two and a half hours discussing ten key themes which 
have been provided by the Vatican to help us explore the topic 
‘For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission’.  

 The session will be facilitated so that everybody will have an 
equal opportunity to consider the key themes and share their 
opinions, all of which will be submitted to the diocesan team for 
analysis.  Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided, and full 
instructions will be given on the night. This is a special 
opportunity to share your hopes for the future of our parish 

and the wider Church.  Please join in!  If you have any questions 
ahead of the encounter, please email 
synod@gallowaydiocese.org.uk, or speak with the parish 
facilitators, Lizzie and Des Cunningham. 

MUSICAL GENERATIONS: Musical Generations is a 
singing project delivered by Centrestage whose premises are in 
the former Kilmarnock Academy building.  It meets on a Monday 
from 2.00 pm – 3.30 pm and is for those who are older.  You will 
receive a warm welcome, tea and coffee and a biscuit.  There is 
a resident pianist who will play music which you can enjoy or 
even sing along, and there will be a break to give people an 
opportunity to chat.  Those who attend get to choose the 
“Show of the Week” and the pianist will play the music from 
that show and again people can sing along.  There is no charge 
and all are welcome.  The organisers are very conscious of the 
necessary Covid mitigations being properly in place. 

COVID-19 PARISH UPDATE: In light of the developments 
with the Omicron Variant of Covid-19, it is essential that 
everyone coming to church protects others as well as 
themselves through the effective mitigations of: 

 Wearing face-coverings properly (i.e. over mouth and 
nose) unless medically exempt, 

 Sanitising hands, 
 Keeping a respectful distance between other 

households (although fixed distancing will not apply as 
in the past).  Please use the space across the entire 
church to spread out as much as possible. 

In addition: 

 The church will be suitably ventilated to dilute 
concentration of any virus in the air. 

 You are encouraged to take a lateral flow test before 
attending Mass.  These are available from pharmacies 
and vaccination and test centres. 

 Anyone with symptoms of Covid-19 and members of 
their household should not come to church. 

It would be most helpful if people were to download the 
CheckInScotland App to their phones and use it to check in 
using the QR code in the porch.  This prevents the need to log 
your name with the stewards and further reduces the risk of 
transmission of the virus.  The parish CheckInScotland QR code 
will be attached to the ends of the pews to save the need to 
queue in the porch.  Names will still be taken in the porch for 
those unable to use their phone to check in. 

Until a date to be determined Children’s Liturgy and 
Sunday Teas will not take place. 

 
 

 

MINISTRY ROTAS FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT WEEK 

  Readers Minister of 
Communion 

Altar Servers Sunday Teas Children’s 
Liturgy 

Stewards Bidding 
Prayers 

Saturday 15 January 
6.00 pm 

R Heron, E Heron, 
M Kirk 

J Lennon Julia, Ben, Sofie   Clare, Margaret M McGrath 

Sunday 16 January 
11.00 am 

H Matthews, E Bohan, 
E Gallagher 

R Murphy 
Matthew, Marilyn, 
Luca, Dominika 

  Paul, Libby M McGrath 

Saturday 22 January 
6.00 pm 

J Rameckers, H 
Rameckers, V Dagostino 

M Steele 
Joseph, Julia, 

Ben, Sofie 
  Anne, Michael H Matthews 

Sunday 23 January 
11.00 am 

Young Readers 
H Matthews 

Matthew, Marilyn, 
Luca, Dominika 

  Eileen, Dennis H Matthews 


