
 

Hall bookings: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130) 

Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: In emergencies ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain.  For regular visiting: 
Crosshouse Hospital: Fr Stephen McGrattan (crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 01563 521832) 

Ayr Hospital: Deacon Robert Mackie (ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 07703 751403) 
 
 

Standing orders: £731.08.  Weekly collection: £781.45.  Christmas Collection: £5.   
Justice & Peace: £25.  Holy Places: £10. SCIAF: £50.  

 

Organ Restoration Fund total to date: £102,734.04 
 

 
 

   £70,000 £80,000 £90,000 £100,000 £110,000 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish and the Organ Restoration Project. 
 

 
 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Stephen G McGrattan 
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 15a Hill Street, Kilmarnock, KA3 1HB 

Telephone: 01563 521832   ●   Web: www.rckilmarnock.org.uk 
Parish office email and for newsletter items (by 10 am Thursday): kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

Fr McGrattan’s email: stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
Facebook: St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kilmarnock   ●   Twitter: @RCStJosephs 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway (www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk).  Charity number SC010576. 
 

 

LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 23rd – SUNDAY 30th JANUARY 2022 
  

Mass will not be livestreamed on weekdays this week. 
 

Date Time Gathering Mass Intention 
Saturday 22nd 6.00 pm ................ Vigil Mass  ......................................................................................... Grace McDaid (RIP) 
Sunday 23rd 11.00 am .............. Mass ..................................................................................................... Catherine Colman (Ann) 
Monday 24th 10.00 am .............. Mass ..................................................................................................... Margaret Cowan (RIP) 
Tuesday 25th 10.00 am .............. Mass ..................................................................................................... Alexander Gehrig (RIP) 
Wednesday 26th 10.00 am .............. Mass ..................................................................................................... Jenny King (RIP) 
Thursday 27th No Mass in St Joseph’s today 
 10.00 am .............. Mass in St Matthew’s Church 
Friday 28th 10.00 am .............. Mass ..................................................................................................... Laing family (RIP) 
Saturday 29th 6.00 pm ................ Vigil Mass  ......................................................................................... Jim O’Kane (Ann) 
Sunday 30th 11.00 am .............. Mass ..................................................................................................... Peggy & Jimmy Cassidy (Ann) 
 

The church will be closed from Monday to Friday this week for painting to take place. 
Weekday Mass will take place in the church hall. 

  

 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD: This Sunday, the 
Church celebrates the value of the Word of God.  Pope Francis 
reminds us that The Bible cannot be just the heritage of some, 
much less a collection of books for the benefit of a privileged 
few. It belongs above all to those called to hear its message and 
to recognise themselves in its words. At times, there can be a 
tendency to monopolise the sacred text by restricting it to 
certain circles or to select groups. It cannot be that way. The 
Bible is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, 
move from dispersion and division towards unity. The word of 
God unites believers and makes them one people. 

Today’s Catholic, therefore, is called to take an intelligent, 
spiritual approach to the bible. 

Listed here are 10 points for fruitful Scripture reading. 

1. Bible reading is for Catholics. The Church encourages 
Catholics to make reading the Bible part of their daily prayer 
lives. Reading these inspired words, people grow deeper in their 
relationship with God and come to understand their place in 
the community God has called them to in himself. 

2. Prayer is the beginning and the end. Reading the Bible 
is not like reading a novel or a history book. It should begin with 
a prayer asking the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds to 
the Word of God. Scripture reading should end with a prayer 
that this Word will bear fruit in our lives, helping us to become 
holier and more faithful people. 

3. Get the whole story! When selecting a Bible, look 
for a Catholic edition. A Catholic edition will include the 
Church’s complete list of sacred books along with introductions 
and notes for understanding the text. A Catholic edition will 
have an imprimatur notice on the back of the title page. 
An imprimatur indicates that the book is free of errors in 
Catholic doctrine. The English Standard Version – 
Catholic Edition is presently recommended since it will form 
the basis for the new Lectionary expected to be published in 
2023. 

4. The Bible isn’t a book. It’s a library. The Bible is a 
collection of 73 books written over the course of many 
centuries. The books include royal history, prophecy, poetry, 
challenging letters to struggling new faith communities, and 
believers’ accounts of the preaching and passion of Jesus. 
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Knowing the genre of the book you are reading will help you 
understand the literary tools the author is using and the 
meaning the author is trying to convey. 

5. Know what the Bible is – and what it isn’t. The Bible 
is the story of God’s relationship with the people he has called 
to himself. It is not intended to be read as history text, a science 
book, or a political manifesto. In the Bible, God teaches us the 
truths that we need for the sake of our salvation. 

6. The sum is greater than the parts. Read the Bible in 
context. What happens before and after – even in other books 
– helps us to understand the true meaning of the text. 

7. The Old relates to the New. The Old Testament and 
the New Testament shed light on each other. While we read 
the Old Testament in light of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, it has its own value as well. Together, these testaments 
help us to understand God’s plan for human beings. 

8. You do not read alone. By reading and reflecting on 
Sacred Scripture, Catholics join those faithful men and women 
who have taken God’s Word to heart and put it into practice 
in their lives. We read the Bible within the tradition of the 
Church to benefit from the holiness and wisdom of all the 
faithful. 

9. What is God saying to me? The Bible is not addressed 
only to long-dead people in a faraway land. It is addressed to 
each of us in our own unique situations. When we read, we 
need to understand what the text says and how the faithful have 
understood its meaning in the past. In light of this 
understanding, we then ask: What is God saying to me? 

10. Reading isn’t enough. If Scripture remains just words on 
a page, our work is not done. We need to meditate on the 
message and put it into action in our lives. Only then can the 
word be “living and effective”. (Hebrews 4:12). 

DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD: Are you thinking about being 
a Priest in 2022?  The Diocese of Galloway is now inviting 
enquiries from those considering applying for seminary.  For 
more information please contact Fr Martin Chambers at: 
martin.chambers@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or speak to your 
parish priest. 

APPEAL FOR FOOD PARCELS: We appeal again for food 
parcels to be delivered to the church to maintain supply over 
the Christmas season.  The contents of the food parcel are 
specific and are to be delivered in a strong plastic or paper bag: 

 2 cans of soup 
 1 canned meal, e.g. beef bolognese, chilli con carne, chicken 

supreme, Fray Bentos style pie 
 1 pack of either pasta, tinned potatoes, rice 
 1 tin of fruit 
 1 tin of vegetables 
 1 tin of beans 
 1 carton of long-life milk (UHT) 
 1 tin of hotdog sausages 
 1 tin of sardines/mackerel fillets/tuna 
 1 packet of biscuits 
 1 toilet roll 
 1 bar of soap. 

Please ensure canned foods have a ring pull for opening.  
Please also note that tea, coffee and sugar are not required. 

Please deliver the parcels to the church hall on Wednesday 
between 11 am and 12 noon.  If you really cannot deliver 
parcels at this time, they can be brought to Mass or left in the 
front porch of the church house.  Thank you for your support. 

PAINTING OF THE CHURCH: The interior side walls of 
the church are scheduled to be painted this week.  It is hoped 
that the work will be completed between Monday and Friday.  
The church building will be closed during that week and daily 
Mass will be celebrated in the hall. 

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY: The diocesan team would like 
to thank all the people who have already responded to the ten 
themes which have been published over the past couple of 
months. Omicron unfortunately postponed the first wave of 
synod encounters in parishes, however these are now starting 
to be rescheduled and we look forward to receiving the 
responses. In the meantime, there are two options to participate 
in the Synod. If you would like to attend an online encounter, 
please email synod@gallowaydiocese.org.uk and indicate what 
days and times are suitable for you. There is also an online 
questionnaire which can be completed either by individuals or 
small groups, e.g. family members. It is available for download at 
https://form.jotform.com/213292942112954 or by visiting 
gallowaydiocese.org.uk/synod.  

SYNOD ENCOUNTER FOR ST JOSEPH’S PARISH: As 
detailed in the newsletter over the past weeks, the entire 
Catholic Church is in the midst of a Synod.  Pope Francis invites 
all baptised people to take part in synodal encounters in the 
weeks and months ahead.  After a delay resulting from the 
Omicron variant, you are invited to join in the first of these 
encounters in our parish on Monday, 28th February at 7.00 
pm in St Joseph’s hall.  Please bring a pen and either a post-it 
pad or a small notebook with you, and be prepared to spend 
around two and a half hours discussing ten key themes which 
have been provided by the Vatican to help us explore the topic 
‘For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission’.  

 The session will be facilitated so that everybody will have an 
equal opportunity to consider the key themes and share their 
opinions, all of which will be submitted to the diocesan team for 
analysis.  Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided, and full 
instructions will be given on the night. This is a special 
opportunity to share your hopes for the future of our parish 
and the wider Church.  Please join in!  If you have any questions 
ahead of the encounter, please email 
synod@gallowaydiocese.org.uk, or speak with the parish 
facilitators, Lizzie and Des Cunningham. 

COVID-19 PARISH UPDATE: The parish CheckInScotland 
QR code will be attached to the ends of the pews for those 
who wish to register with the Government Test and Protect 
scheme while in church.  Names will no longer be taken on 
arrival at church because this mechanical gathering of 
information is no longer useful to the contact tracing process. 

Children’s Liturgy and Sunday Teas will begin again on Sunday 
6th February. 

 

MINISTRY ROTAS FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT WEEK 

  Readers 
Minister of 

Communion 
Altar Servers Sunday Teas 

Children’s 
Liturgy 

Welcomers 
Bidding 
Prayers 

Saturday 22 January 
6.00 pm 

J Rameckers, H 
Rameckers, V Dagostino 

M Steele Julia, Ben, Sofie   Anne, Michael H Matthews 

Sunday 23 January 
11.00 am 

Young Readers H Matthews 
Matthew, Marilyn, 
Luca, Dominika 

  Eileen, Dennis H Matthews 

Saturday 29 January 
6.00 pm 

A Davidson, F Donachie. 
K McGhee 

F Donachie 
Joseph, Julia, 

Ben, Sofie 
  Claire, Margaret IHM Sister 

Sunday 30 January 
11.00 am 

L Hand, E Maxwell, 
R Doak 

I Love 
Matthew, Marilyn, 
Luca, Dominika 

  Theresa, Alan IHM Sisters 


