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Stained glass depiction of the Last Supper by Joseph Edward Nuttgens (1952) in St Etheldreda’s Church, London

Today's reading comes from the meditation Jesus makes with his
disciples during the Last Supper. In some ways, we could understand
it as part of his last will and testament. It is the culmination of the
disciples’ training.

The Fourth Gospel presents Jesus in the light of the female figure of Wisdom in Jewish
writings, the one who gathers disciples, teaches them with a view to their becoming
“friends of God". Jesus tells those around him that the term “servants” is no longer
applicable to them, as they have progressed to the final level: their training is now
complete. Normally, disciples would choose the rabbi whose teachings they found most
meaningful and by which they could order their life. Jesus is unusual, in that, as he says,
“You did not choose me, no, | chose you.”

There is also, in this passage, a hint of the making of a covenant between Jesus and his
disciples. There is no account in John of the instituting of the Eucharist with its mention of
the cup containing “the blood of the covenant” and the giving of the command to “do this
in memory of me”, as we find in the versions of Mark, Matthew and Luke. Here, we find
Jesus saying, “This is my commandment: love one another” and in this way “remain” (or
abide) in his love, which is the reflection of the Father's love for Jesus. B

REFLECT
person’s last words are often of the faith, but one reason may well be
Ahighly valued by his or her family that some never really believed in the
and friends and treated as being first place. Each Easter, we are all invited
of great significance. People’s dying wish  to renew for ourselves the baptismal
can be regarded as sacred and those declaration of faith and the promises
close to them will go to great lengths to made on our behalf by our parents or
see that it is carried out, even though it godparents. We may regard this as
may not make much sense to those left simply a formal exercise, part of the
behind. Easter liturgy, or we can make it a really
personal act of commitment to God in
There are a couple of rather demanding the person of Jesus, whom we are freely

ideas which occur in our Gospel reading choosing to follow as disciples.
today. One is that Jesus has chosen

us, rather than the other way round. Another challenging lesson from our
Most of us were baptised as infants and extract from John's account is that Jesus
brought up in a Christian environment: sums up his commandments in the
sometimes people of this sort may deceptively simple phrase to “love one
envy those who came to the faith or the another”. This means that we have to

Church later in life, after making an adult be much more aware of ourselves and
decision for themselves. There are many how we treat other people — a rather
reasons why people give up the practice challenging prospect. B

Thus may we Godward
move, finding God in

others.
(Percy Dearmer — adapted)

Read through the Renewal of Baptismal
Promises from the Easter Vigil liturgy: renew
them in the light of today's reading, making
the Sign of the Cross with holy water.

John uses the female figure of Wisdom, who
functions as God's agent, from the Jewish
scriptures, to express his understanding of
Jesus and his mission.

The female figure of Wisdom (Hokmah
or Sophia) becomes the masculine Word
(Logos) in the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

The training of the disciples of Wisdom
or Jesus is complete when they can be
described as “friends of God".
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LITURGY AND OUTREACH FROM SUNDAY 9th - SUNDAY |6th MAY 2021

The Masses this week will be streamed as indicated below on the “St Joseph’s Church, Kilmarnock” YouTube
channel and are offered for the following intentions.
Date Time Gathering Mass Intention
Saturday 8th 5.30-5.45 pm......Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) in the sacristy

6.00 pm......ccc..... Vigil Mass (not livestreamed) .......cccccecveveurerecerercerencunenenee Beryl McDaid (RIP)
Sunday 9th [1.00 am.............. Mass (also livestreamed) ... Sarah McCann, Jane McCluskey (RIP)
Monday |0th 10.00 am.............. Mass (also livestreamed) ........ccceeevemreurevcencenemncnencescenennenenee Alex Robertson (Ann)
Tuesday | Ith 10.00 am.............. Mass (also livestreamed)......cccocvvcvevccenecerencrrencrserencerencene Edward Kelly (RIP)

After Mass........... Adoration until 10.40 am (also livestreamed).............
Wednesday [2th  10.00 am.............. Mass and Rosary (also livestreamed)..........cocovvevvueeuncnnes Betty & Willie Milloy (Ann)

11.00 am.............. Food bank open in the hall (until 12 noon)
Thursday |3th 6.00 pm....ccecueee. Mass of the Ascension (also livestreamed).................... Peter Conelly (RIP)
Friday 14th 10.00 am.............. Mass (also livestreamed) ... Douglas Wills (RIP)
Saturday |5th 6.00 pm......cecueee. Vigil Mass (not livestreamed) Alex McDaid (RIP)
Sunday |6th 11.00 am.............. Mass (also livestreamed)......cccocueevcrenceenecenencenencnencceneeenes Mary Dunese (RIP)

FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION: In preparation
for the children receiving First Holy Communion in June, the
first of three special Masses and times of reflection will take
place on Saturday |5th May at || am in the church. We will
finish by 12 noon. This is for the children and one or both
parents only and Mass is not open to the wider congregation.
Attendance is important on these Saturdays |5th, 22nd and
29th May. Thank you.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: The Sacrament
of Reconciliation (Confession) will be available before the Vigil
Mass in the sacristy from 5.30 pm until 545 pm from next
weekend.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:
Adoration will resume on Tuesdays after 10 am Mass. Initially
it will last for a period of |5 minutes until 10.40 am.

SEATING: The cap of 50 of a congregation has been lifted
and seating slightly rearranged to increase the capacity in the
church while observing 2 metre physical distance between
households. In the centre pews you are asked to sit where
the green tick indicates — either tight at the aisle edge or tight
at the centre edge. In the side pews, please sit as close to the
wall as permits leaving a space next to the aisle where possible.

THE MARIAN WAY: A booklet “The Marian Way” by John
Cairney provides reflections on a series of paintings by the

author. It will be posted with the newsletter and distributed
after Mass as an aid to prayer in this Marian month of May.

POPE FRANCIS ROSARY MARATHON FOR MAY:
Pope Francis has called for a prayer marathon for the entire
month of May, paying for the end of the pandemic. You are
invited to pray the Rosary daily. The Rosary will be broadcast
each day at 6 pm from a different Marian Shrine in locations
throughout the world.  You can join in prayer at
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/202 | -05/shrines-
around-the-world-linked-for-recitation-of-the-rosary.html.

MARY’S MEALS: Since its humble beginnings, Mary’s Meals,
named after Mary the Mother of Jesus, has been built on a
foundation of prayer and the many little acts of love from
those who support us.

This May, the month traditionally
dedicated to Our Lady, we invite
you to join us in prayer to celebrate
the wonderful work of Mary’s
Meals and give thanks that we are
now reaching more than 1.8 million children with a nutritious
meal in |9 countries every school day. We also pray for God’s
continued blessing on our beautiful mission, that through His
providence it will always flourish, enabling us to reach more
hungry children.

Hall bookings: suspended until further notice.

Safeguarding co-ordinator: Margaret McGrath (01563 542130)
Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals: Ask hospital staff to page on-call priest chaplain.

Standing orders: £795.69. Donations: £876.40. Building Fund: £125. Student Priests’ Fund: £87. SVDP: £45.
SCIAF (throughout Lent and Easter): £3,492.09 which will be doubled by the UK Government.

Thank you for your generous support of the parish and to all who have set up standing orders.



Prayer intention for this week: Mary, as the Mother of
Jesus, knew the joys and sorrows of motherhood. We pray
for all expectant mothers, new mothers and those who would
like to become mothers but are not able to. We bring before
you, Lord, the mothers who are part of Mary’s Meals across
the globe and ask you to bless each of them as they face daily
challenges to ensure their children are fed, educated and safe.

APPEAL FOR FOOD PARCELS: On Wednesdays from
11.00 am until 12.00 noon, food parcels are available by ringing
the doorbell on the church hall. Outside of this time, should
anyone need or know of someone else who might need a food
parcel delivered to their home, please email
kilmarnock.stjoseph@gallowaydiocese.org.uk with a name,
address and telephone number.

We appeal again for food parcels to be delivered to the church
as stock is low. The contents of the food parcel are specific
and are to be delivered in a strong plastic or paper bag:

e 2 cans of soup

e | canned meal, e.g. beef bolognese, chilli con carne,
chicken supreme, Fray Bentos style pie

| pack of either pasta, tinned potatoes, rice
| tin of fruit

| tin of vegetables

| tin of beans

| carton of long-life milk (UHT)

| tin of hotdog sausages

| tin of sardines/mackerel fillets/tuna

| packet of biscuits

| toilet roll

| bar of soap.

Please ensure canned foods have a ring pull for opening
them. Please also note that tea, coffee and sugar are not
required.

Please deliver the parcels to the church hall on Wednesday
between |1 am and 12 noon. If you really cannot deliver
parcels at this time, they can be brought to Mass or left in the
front porch of the church house. Thank you for your support.

THE (PIOUS OBJECTS) STALL: The stall is open again
for cards, books and holy objects. There is a range of books

which you may find of interest. Please have alook. Also, there
is surplus stock of the DVDs of the history of St Michael’s and
they are now available free of charge.

DAY OF PRAYER FOR EASTERN CHRISTIANS: The
Day of Prayer for Eastern Christians is an annual day of prayer
which enables Eastern and Western Christians to come
together in communion through prayer. The event unites the
Roman Catholic Church in Europe with diocese of the Eastern
Catholic Churches in union with the Bishop of Rome. The
Day of Prayer takes place on the Sixth Sunday of Easter, 9th
May 2021. We pray that the hope which Pope Francis brought
on his recent visit to lraq will spread across the region to
enable Eastern Christians to continue their steadfast witness
to Jesus Christ. To learn more visit www.facecharity.org.

CUBS, SCOUTS AND BEAVERS: After a long break due
to Covid restrictions, the Ayrshire 91st is pleased to announce
that, weather permitting, Cubs resumes on Wednesdays from
7 and 8 pm, and Beavers resumes on Thursdays from 6 to 7
pm. Whatever the weather, Scouts resumes on Thursdays
between 7.15 and 8.15 pm. All sessions will be outdoors in
the church grounds.

BOOKING FOR MASS AT ST JOSEPH’S: Although we
can now worship in person, there is a limit to the number of
people who can gather at each Mass because of physical
distancing. Masses at the weekend must be booked.

Weekend Mass: Online booking is preferred. You can book
a place at Mass on the parish website at
http://www.rckilmarnock.org.uk/st-josephs-mass-booking/.

Booking for the following weekend opens the previous
Sunday at 6 pm and closes on Wednesday at 12 noon.

Telephone bookings for the following Sunday may be made by
calling 01563 521832 on Wednesday between 11.00 am
and 12 noon.

Confirmation of a place at Mass will be given by email or
telephone by Friday.

Weekday Mass: There is no need to book a place for
weekday Mass — just come along.

MINISTRY ROTAS FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT WEEK

Stewards

Cleaning Team between Masses Writer of Bidding Prayers

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers,

Saturday 8 May Clare Power, Helena Rameckers, Danny and Anne Gorman, Hugh Matthews
6.00 pm Danny and Anne Gorman .
Julia Rameckers
Sundav 9 Ma Church: Alan and Theresa Kerr Church: Alan and Theresa Kerr,
1 036 am y Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson Daniel and Michael Ogbunabi Hugh Matthews
' Hall: Dennis Graham, Michael McGrath Hall: Dennis Graham, Michael McGrath
Monday 10 May Clare Power, Roberta Murphy, Clare Power, Roberta Murphy,
10.00 am Margaret and Michael McGrath Margaret and Michael McGrath
Tuesday 11 May Helena Rameckers, Margaret McGrath, Helena Rameckers, Margaret McGrath,
10.00 am Alan and Theresa Kerr Alan and Theresa Kerr

Wednesday 12 May Eileen Cunningham, Anne Power,

Eileen Cunningham, Anne Power,

10.00 am Margaret McGrath, Clare Power Margaret McGrath, Clare Power
Thursday 13 May Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson, Paul and E“Zabeth N!cholson,
; . Anne and Michael Timmons
6.00 pm Anne and Michael Timmons
Margaret McGrath
Friday 14 May Margaret and Michael McGrath Margaret and Michael McGrath
10.00 am Danny and Anne Gorman Danny and Anne Gorman

Saturday 15 May Clare Power, Helena Rameckers,

Clare Power, Helena Rameckers,

Danny and Anne Gorman, Helen Donald

Hall: Alan and Theresa Kerr

6.00 pm Danny and Anne Gorman 3 s Rameckers
Sundav 16 Ma Church: Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy, Church: Emma Wood, Karen Cassidy,
11 gO am y Dennis Graham, Michael McGrath Daniel and Michael Ogbunabi Helen Donald

Hall: Paul and Elizabeth Nicholson
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard;
proclaim to the ends of the earth:

The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

Grant, almighty God,

that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion
these days of joy,

which we keep in honour of the risen Lord,

and that what we relive in remembrance

we may always hold to in what we do.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 43-48

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out
to meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated
himself. But Peter helped him up. “Stand up,”
he said “| am only a man after all!”

Then Peter addressed them: “The truth
| have now come to realise” he said “is
that God does not have favourites, but that
anybody of any nationality who fears God and
does what it right is acceptable to him."”

While Peter was still speaking the Holy
Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish
believers who had accompanied Peter were
all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit
should be poured out on the pagans too,
since they could hear them speaking strange
languages and proclaiming the greatness of
God. Peter himself then said, “Could anyone
refuse the water of baptism to these people,
now they have received the Holy Spirit just
as much as we have?"” He then gave orders
for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus
Christ. Afterwards they begged him to stay on
for some days.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 97

Response:

The Lord has shown his salvation to the
nations.

or

Alleluia!

redemplorist

R L T T T P T R T Y

o Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
have brought salvation. (R.)

e The Lord has made known his salvation;
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel. (R.)

o All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord all the earth,
ring out your joy. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-10

A reading from the first letter of St John.

My dear people,

let us love one another

since love comes from God

and everyone who loves is begotten by God
and knows God.

Anyone who fails to love can never have
known God,

because God is love.

God's love for us was revealed

when God sent into the world his only Son

so that we could have life through him;

this is the love | mean:

not our love for God,

but God's love for us when he sent his Son

to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus said: “If anyone loves me he will keep
my word,

and my Father will love him, and we shall
come to him.”

Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 15:9-17

LR e Y]

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

Jesus said to his disciples:

“As the Father has loved me,

so | have loved you.

Remain in my love.

If you keep my commandments

you will remain in my love,

just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments

and remain in his love.

| have told you this

so that my own joy may be in you

and your joy be complete.

This is my commandment:

love one another,

as | have loved you.

A man can have no greater love

than to lay down his life for his friends.

You are my friends,

if you do what | command you.

| shall not call you servants any more,

because a servant does not know

his master’s business;

| call you friends,

because | have made known to you

everything | have learnt from my Father.

You did not choose me,

no, | chose you;

and | commissioned you

to go out and to bear fruit,

fruit that will last;

and then the Father will give you
anything you ask him in my name.
What | command you

is to love one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE APOSTLES" CREED

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord,

together with the sacrificial offerings,

so that, purified by your graciousness,

we may be conformed to the mysteries of
your mighty love.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONMIMUNION ANTIPHON

If you love me, keep my commandments,
says the Lord,

and | will ask the Father and he will send you
another Paraclete,

to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Almighty ever-living God,

who restore us to eternal life in the
Resurrection of Christ,

increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this
paschal Sacrament

and pour into our hearts the strength of this
saving food.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grall and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist
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Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)



