Meeting: St. Joseph’s Parish Pastoral Council

Date: Monday, 31 July 2023

Location: St. Joseph’s Church Hall

Present: Eileen Cunningham (EC) Laura Hand (LH)
Sally Hamill (SH) Janice Lennon (JL)
Margaret McGrath (MM) Fr Stephen McGrattan (SM) Parish Priest
George Mcintyre (GM) Secretary Paul Nicholson (PN) Chair

Judith Wilson (JW)

Apologies: Sr Mary Mabel Chukwu (MC), Desmond Cunningham (DC), Amélie Davidson (AD)
Vice-Chair, Ruairidh Heron (RH), Sr Mary Rose Maduka (MRM), Hugh Matthews

(HM), Sr Juliet Obiorah (JO), Fr Kevin Rennie (KR) Assistant Priest

Item Notes Action
Welcome, Opening Prayer and Sederunt:
PN welcomed everyone and as PPC Chair formally opened the meeting.
1. Before the meeting, HM provided a reading from Saint Paul’s letter to the Hebrews Chapter
10 verses 22-25 plus an opening prayer to our Heavenly Father in the words of Saint Ignatius
of Loyola whose feast day we celebrate today. This was read out by GM.
Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising:
, The previous minutes were proposed by JL and seconded by JW.
There were no matters arising.
175" Anniversary:
1. Friday 28™ April 2023 evening dinner dance to close the anniversary year- JW
reiterated what a great success the evening had been. This concludes the main
actions as part of the 175" anniversary celebrations;
2. Video clip interviews involving a cross section of parishioners are being arranged to | _, . to progress
record their experiences of community life in St. Joseph’s. Fiona McCluskey (FM) has ’
3- agreed to produce and interview a number of parishioners from a list generated at
the last meeting. KR will also assist with the technical aspects;
3. It was previously agreed that a Papal Blessing would be suitable way to
commemorate the anniversary. The original aim was to achieve this by the end of the
anniversary year but it is more appropriate now to coincide it with the formal | sm: to progress
dedication of the Church.
Pilgrimage:
4.

SM confirmed that there had been sufficient expressions of interest in the proposed
pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela in September 2024 to indicate that this could be a
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viable option. The travel company has been contacted and details of the package are
expected back during August 2023.

SM to provide
package  details
when available

Ministries:

A description of the various ministries and actions required for Passkeepers, Readers,
Eucharistic Ministers (both within the church and for house bound), Welcomers and
parishioners participating in the offertory procession has been compiled. The document
entitled “Basic Practical Guidance for Liturgical Ministries” required some further
refinements and these have now been completed. The purpose of the document is not to
be a formal step-by-step process but primarily to provide a description of the various
ministries and to enable participation by the wider congregation where possible.

SM added that he intends to invite the Eucharistic Ministers to a morning retreat in
September 2023 for reflection on the ministry. This may also be repeated with other
ministries.

SMto arrange

Fabric:

1. Access to Altar- the new hand rail is now in place and being used with positive
feedback;

2. Heating costs- SM confirmed that we are tied in to the existing contract for payment
for the next year.

Activities for parishioners:

The day trips continue to be very popular. PN informed the Council that the proposed trip on
21° August 2023 to Drumlanrig Castle was proving to be difficult to organise due to the venue
being unable to accommodate the group of about 30 people for lunch. Some possible
alternatives were proposed including the Burrell Collection, Inverary Castle and the
Kelvingrove Gallery. The option of the Kelvingrove Gallery will be looked at further as it may
be possible to attend Mass in the University Chaplaincy plus the venue may be able to
accommodate the larger numbers for lunch.

Previously KR commented that there are only three minibus drivers trained, namely, KR, MM
and PN. The trips involve two minibuses being used and some more drivers will be required
as back up.

SH offered her services plus a further parishioner was identified and will be contacted by MM.

SM to contact the
Chaplain

MM to contact
additional driver

KR to arrange
training

Defibrillator installation and CPR training:

The unit has been fully fitted outside the hall and is now available to both the parish and to
the wider community.

MM previously provided training in the use of the defibrillator and CPR and a further training
session will be held at 12.30 pm on Sunday 8" October 2023 after Mass.

MM to provide
training
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Social Events:
Dates for forthcoming events in the church hall are as follows:

e Parish Fun Day (Sunday 13* August 2023):
The bouncy castle has been ordered and there will be stalls for home baking,
knitting and a bottle raffle. Other activities being organised include giant genga,
colouring in and face-painting. There will also be tea, coffee and hot rolls available.

The possibility of a fire engine being available is being followed up: MM to check
9- availability
e Hallowe’en Quiz (Saturday 28" October 2023);
e St. Andrew’s Dinner/Dance (Friday 24" November 2023). The entertainment will
be provided by Sean Kelly;
e Children’s Party (provisional date is Sunday 10" December 2023). MM to confirm
date
Car park signage and gritting facility:
. . . . . . . SM, KR t tact
1. Signage- Appropriate signage relating to car park usage is currently being reviewed; | - 0 contac
10.
2. Gritting facility- The gritting equipment is available.
Hall availability:
PN informed the meeting that a request to use the Church Hall has been received from a
y ballroom/ Latin American dance teacher via a parishioner. The proposal is currently being
" | reviewed and potentially involves an existing dance class on Monday evenings (6.15 t0 9.30 | MM to  assess
pm) plus a community dance slot (12.30 to 2.30 pm) mid-week potentially on Wednesdays, | Viability
starting in the new year.
Recognition of SM’s 20" anniversary:
. Post meeting comment: SM would like to extend his thanks to everyone involved in
" | organising and attending the evening reception (6™ July 2023) to recognise the 20th
anniversary of his ordination.
AOCB:
1. Asimplified doxology/Amen response was previously requested by RH. SMsaidhe | ¢\, progress
would follow this up;
2. Church attendance: SM commented that recovery since COVID has been good
13. however the potential to improve church attendance remains a challenge especially

with the 25 to 50 age group. The potential reasons for non-attendance of the
younger parishioners at Mass were discussed but it was agreed that it would need a
wider review but should include input from the demographic most affected;

3. The next meeting agenda is to include the periodic review of the Parish Council
membership.
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Date and time of next meeting:

Next meeting: Monday, 23" October 2023 at 6:30 pm in St. Joseph’s Church Hall. JL to prepare and
read out opening
prayer at next
meeting

Opening prayer at next meeting: JL
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